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information I conld give it T brought down
a pile of papers would ke how much was
spent on each group and how much each set.
tler got. As regards Metropolitan Water
Svpply, Mr. Nicholson ought to be in a
better position than I am in to give infar-
matior. The question has lately Leen in-
vestigated, and wmuch evidenece has heen
published. T am only too willing to obtain
for hon. members any information they de-
sire in connection with matters of this kindl,
except where, for the time being, it is de-
sirable to aveid pnblicity.

Hon, J. EWTXG: T thank the Minister
for his explanation.  There is an item of
£9.000 for the ®fate Brickworks,

The Coloninl Seeretary: That is for a
new kiln.
Hon, A. TOVFKIN: T »m not taking

much interest in the schednle, beeanse the
monev has heen spent. An item T know
somethire ahbout is that of £170.000 for
Metropolitan Water Supply., Tt ig within
our knowledme that Mephan Fergnson’s con-
tract for the pines is £100.000 more than
the arourt of this item, and that op to the
30th Jome £50.000 odd had heen srent on
clearine and other works, Sinee thep there
has been a rood deal of sinkine, There.
fore, when we pass these amounts it really
does not mean anvthine,

Hon. H. 8TFWART: What ara the CGov.
ernment’s intertions ns to the Alhanv-Ten.
mark railwav extension. a Pill far whish
wng nassed as a matter of vroenev in con-
nection wtih gronn seftlement?  Rinee that
measrre was enacted, setttement has av.
tend~d 26 miles rast the nresent rail head,
Simrltanaonsly, Parliament anthorised an
exftension of the Tarnadun railwav to jome-
fion with the Alhanv.Tlenmark line, The
two arthariead roiloavs havs pot firnred in
a nrevione Tnan Bill and there ig nnthine in
fhig arhadvle for them, T knam that the
rearopaibility does not attach to the present
Govrarnment,

The CNTONTAT, RFARTTARVY: OFf
ennres n larea nronortion of the sehednle ja
the resroncihility nf tha nroviana Gavern.
ment. and T earld not offhnd eive infor-
mation regrestine it

Hen, A, T.ovekin: T exveet o11 these works
have heen constructed and raid for by this
time.

Schednle pt and passed.

Seeond and Third Sehedvles—agreed to.

Praamlile, Title—agreed to.

BRill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Third Readina,
Bill read a third time and passed.

Mous~ adjonrned a1 10.82 p.m.
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p.m., and read prayers.

MOTION—STANDING CRDERS SUS.
PENSION.

The PREMIER (Hon. P. Collier—Boul-
der) [4.32]: I move—

That for the remainder of the session
the Standing Orders be suspended so far
ws to gnable Bills to be passed through
a'l their stages in one day, and messages
from the Legislative Council to be taken
iite consideration on the day on which
they are received,

This is the usvnal motion brought torward
towards the end of the session. It has been
passed generally at an earlier stage than
the present. I give hon. members my assur-
ance that the suspension of the Standing
Orders will not be used for the purpose of
forcing throngh any new Rills or other legis-
lation against the wish of the Hounse with-
out affording ample opportunity for discus-
81011,

Hon., 8ir JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [4.33]: I have no objeetion to the
guspension of the Standing Orders, Tt is
usital te adept this course towards the elose
of the session in order to allow husiness to
go through in one day. It is customary,
however, to have some information from the
Premi v as to the business that we will he
acked to deal with, and information, too, as
to whether any new Bills will be brought
forward.

The Premier: There will be no new Bills

hers, There may he a new Bill from the
Counncil,
Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I will

take a risk regarding a Bill coming from
th» Council if the Premier has in mind thw
Bin T om tirki'eg of.

Thr Premier: (‘ertainl_v T do not think we
shall he overwhelmed with new Bills from
the (‘onneil.

The Minister for Works: We shall get
some new Bills from the Couneil all right.
The titles may be old but the Bills them-
selves will he new when they come to us!
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Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: T hope
we are gretting near the end of the session.
I take it the idea i8 to adjourn before
Christmas, and I think evervone will appre-
ciate the end of the session.

Question put and passed.

BILL—FORESTS ACT AMENDMENT.
Coureil’s Amcndments.

Schedule of three amendments made by
the Couneil now considered.

In Committee.

AMr. Lutey in the Chair; the Premier in
charge of the Bill .

No, 1—-Clause 2, Subclause 1,—Inaart
after the word ‘‘except’’ in line 3, the
words ‘‘ag hereinafter provided.”

The PREMIER: The amendment deals
with the revenue from sandalwood. Clause
2 of the Bill provided for the exclusion of
revenne derived from sandalwood from go-
ing into the reforestation fund se that it
would b diverted te Consolidated Revenue.
The Couneil propose to strike out the words
in the elause that exempt the sandalwood re-

venue from going into the fund and to inm-

sert in lieu the words ‘‘as hereinafter pro-
vided.”’ I move—

That ihe amcndment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council’s
amendment agreed to.

No. g=—Clause 2, Subclanse (1) —In-
sert at the end the following:—‘and a
provise 18 added to Subsection (3) as
follows: Provided that tea pcr centum
of the nrt revenue from sendalwood or
the sum of five thousand pounds, which-
ever sum shall be the greater, shall be
credited to said special account al the
Treasury and applicd 1o the regroictl of
gandalwood.”’

The PREMIER: This amendment pro-
vides that 10 per cent. of the net revenue
from sandalwood shall be placed to the
eredlit of a fund for the purpose of the re:
forestation of sandalwood. The elavse
originally propesed to divert the whole of
the revenue from sandalwood te the Treas-
ury, aml it was intended to place an amount
on the Estimates as required for the regen-
eration of sandalwoed. The Coungil de-
eided to amend the ¢lanse hy providing that
10 per ecent. of the net revenue from sandal-
waod or €38040, whicliever sum <honld De
the greater, should be provided for the re-
forestation of sandalwood,

Mr. Taylor: That is practically the
amonnt that you stated you would set aside.
The PREMIER: Yes, but under the
Courneil’s amendment the wmoney will be
specially ear-marked for that purpose. It
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really makes no difference to the Treasury.
I move—

That the amendment be agrecd to.
Question put and passed; the Council’s
ar et oagreed o,
Mr, Taylor: The dear old gentlemen must
tlo sowething!

No, 4, Cluuse J—Delete thia clause and
ingerd in lew thercof the following:—
tThiz Act shall continue in forec till the
thirtieth day of June, One thousund nine
hundred and twenty-five, and no longer.’?
The PREMIER: While I propose to ask

the Committee to agree to the Council’s
amendment, it i3 the type of amendment that
is hecoming all too common with the Coun-
¢il, Every nther Bill that is sent to that
House is attered by members there, so that
its operations are limited to the period of
one year. That savours of mistrust of mem-
bers of this Chamber, The Couneil say
they must not give us too much power.
Apparently we are not to be trusted and so
this Aet will lapse by effluxion of time un-
less it be re-introduced and sent on to the
Couneil for their approval.

Mr, E, B. Johnston: Disapgree with the
amendment !

Mr. Taylor: Raoek it out!

The PREMIER: It is usual for thesc
annnal Bills to carry on to the end of the
vear. [In this instance the Couneil limit
the eperations of the Bill to the 30th June.

Mr. Richardson: You will have no eppor-
tunity of re-enacting the measure before it
lapses,

The PREMTER: That is so. It will be
neeessary early in the next gession to bring
down puother Bill so that the revenue it
kas heen agreed should be retained by the

Treasury, may he eollected. T do not
know that it is worth while disagree-
ing to this nmendment. Tf the money

were required for sandalwood purnnses an
amendment of the Act conld easilv he nro-
posed without the necessity for introdueing
a Bill year after year 5o as to obtain the
ronsent of the Legislative Corneil,

Mr. Taylor: Why not alter the amend-
ment tn make it apply to the 31st Decem-
her?

The PREMTER: My inclination i3 not
to arree to the amendment.

Ar. Tavlor: Strike it ont!

Mewnbers: Yes, atrike it out.

Hon, Sir James Mitehell: T wonld not
ttrike it out if T wonted the money.

Mr. George: Alter the amendment to the
31st December instenil of the 30th June,
That will give yon more time.

Hon. 3ir James Mitehell: Tt reallv makes
no difference whether it applies to the 30th
June or the 318t December,

The PREMIER: That is so.
Thot the amendment de agreed to.

I move—
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Question put and negatived; the Council’s
amendment not agreed to.

Resolutions reported and the report
adopted. A committee consisting of the
Premier, Hon. Sir James Mitchell and Mr.
Pantor drew up reasous for not agreeing to
amendment No. 3,

Reasons adopted, and a message accord-
ingly returned to the Council.

BILL—TRAFTFIC ACT AMENDMENT,
In Commitlee.

Resumed from the 2nd December. Mr.
Lutey in the Chair; the Minister for Works
in char- ¢ of the Bill,

Clause 2—Amendment of Seetion 4:

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Sarely
the Minister does not intend to proceed with
this Bill after the announcement by the Col-
onial Secretary in another place yesterday
that the Main Roada Bill ia not to be pro-
ceeded with this session, Unless the Main
Roads Bill hecomes law, this measure will
not be wanted.

Mr. Withers: They could get the maoney
under this measure and not make the roads.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes.
When we dealt with the Land Tax and In-
come Tax Bill last night, we did not know
that the Colonial Secretary had decided not
to go on with the Main Roads Bill, We
passed the L.and Tax and Inecome Tax Bill,
and in that respeet we did wrong. If we
pass this Bill, we shall be doing a greater
wrone. This measnre proposes a petrol tax
and a lnrre increase of traffic fees to provide
the revenne necessary for the Minister to
carry on mnder the Main Roads Bill.

The Premier: We bave been able to make
roads and spend wmoney withont a Main
Roadg Bill in the past, and shall be able to
do so in fntnre.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: You can-
nat do that.

The Premier;: Of course we can,

Hon 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: Then the
monev  rriced under this measure is to
go into the Treasury? The country road
boards and municipalities themselves collect
the traffic fees, but if this Bill be passed,
the Treacsury will got the money. In the
cireumstances we are not justified in con-
siderine the measure,

The Premier: Yes, we are.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If the
two Bills had stood alone, I venture to say
the Traffic Aet Amendment Bill would not
have passed the second reading. Tf the Goe-
errmont sav they are going to put it
through, we shall ese what attitude the ma-
jority will adopt. We shal divide on this
elauge, and that will decide the attitude of
the Government. It is monstrous that we
shonld be asked to pass this Bill, which pro-
vides 80 much taxation for a special puor-
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pose, when that special purpose is no longer
poesible of achievement.

The Minister for Works:
not deal with the petrol tax,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Well, it
provides for a great increase in traffic fees.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is
quite evideni that the Leader of the Op-
position has not read the Bill.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell:
every word of it.

The MINISTER FOR WORES: He doss
not know the first word of it. The Bill
provides that the money raised can in no
way come under the control of the Treasury.
If the Main Reads Bill does not become
law—I am still hopeful that it will—the
money raised under this measure will be
treated in the same way as mouney now ob-
tained from traffic fees. It will go to the
loeal authorities.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: As you decide?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Ag is
done now. In all the country distriets the
traffic fees go direct to the local authorities,
and ouly in the metropolitan area are they
pooled and distributed. The only alteration
proposed under this Bill is that the police,
at the request of the local authorities, will
collect the fees.

Mr. Sampson:

This Bill does

I have read

Will thers be any charge

- for collecting?

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: That
will be a matter for arrangement. I think
5 per cent. is charged in the metropolitan
area to cover the gervices rendered by the
police, but of course they render greater
setvice in the city in controlling the atreet
traffic than they would in the country. The
local governing hodies will receive all the
money. The Main Roads Board will have
no say in the fees collected until they have
declared a district to be one over which they
will operate.

Hon. Bir James Mitehell: This Bill is
designed to ot in money for main roads,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member must not place his own inter-
pretation on the Bill when he has not read
it.

Hon, Bir James Mitchell: T have studied
it too carefully for you. You need not be
insulting,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: When
the Leader of the Opposition says that this
Bill is a means of raising revenue for the
Government it shows that he has not ander-
stood it, The wear and tear on the roads
through motor traction is making it impos-
gible for the local authorities to maintain the
thoroughfares on the revenus they mow re-
ceive.

Mr. Sampaon: TIf the Main Roads Bill is
dropped, do you propose to abandon the
petrol tax?

The MINISTER FOR WORES: That is
not dealt with ir this Bill

The Premier: The two Bills are separate
and distinct.
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Wa are
dealing with a Bill designed to give better
control over the traffic and to inecrease the
fees. All the imereased fees will be treated
in the same way that the present fees are
treated. The position created by the volu-
minous and heavy motor traffic on the roads
should not be allowed to continue for an-
other year.

Mr. George: In the metropolitan area the
fees go to you, but outside that area they
go to the local anthorities.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes.
There is nothing in the Bill to snggest that
any revenue will go to the Government. We
shall not tonch a penny of it and will have
no control over the money. The Bill is par-
ticularly urgent.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: These fees
ghould not be considered unless we are to
have the Main Roads Bill,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Yes,
they should, begause money must be found
for the maintenance of roads. The feen now
charged npon moter traffie are ahaurdly low.

Mr. Thomson: That is so.

Mr. GEORGE: I do not wish to see the
Bill sacrificed, becanse most of its provisions
are necessary. The administration portions
of the measure are good and [ hope they
will be retained, Tt is intended that the
fees in the couniry distriets should be col-
lected by the police. Probably an allowance
of five per cent. for collection would be suffi-
cient. Tf this work is entrusted to the
police, it is likely to be ecarried out offiei-
ently.

Clause put and passed.

Clause 3—Amendment of Section 7:

Mr, LINDSAY: I move an amendment -

That to proposed new Section 7 the
following words be added:—'* Until such
time a8 @ road board or municipality out-
side the metropolilan area comes within
the provisions of any Act for the con-
struction, maintenancs, ond supervision
of main and developmental roads, the
Joeal authorities shail have the power to
issue, collect, and retain the whole of the
traffic fees.”’

T am. not aware that road board confer-
ences have asked that the police should col-
lert their traffic fees. The police do not
visit every holding as the road board of-
ficials do. The ontback goldfields areas
particularly should not be brought under this
Bill. The road boards concerned have their
own methods of collecting the taxes, and
know what money they will have each year
with whieh to carry on orerations, There is
no necessity to alter the presemt eystem.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The sug-
gestion that the fees should be collected
by the police came fom the Road Boards
Conference, the ground urged being that
the police have better facilities for that
work than the secretaries of the boards
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have. It is held, too, that the amourt
of fees collected would be substantially in-
creased if the collecting was done by the
police. The select committee appointed by
thie House thought it would be better to
make the police the collecting authority.
In many country distriets the road beard
secretary, if he has to institute proceed-
inga against a member of hia board for
non-payment of fees, finds himself in a
peculiar position. Irequently the secre-
tary winks the otber eyc, A police con-
stable does not depend on loral people for
his job. The system of collection by the
police has obtained in the metropolitan
area for some time, with a resultant con-
siderable increase in the amount collected.
The police tracked down vehieles in respect
of which fees had not been paid for years.

Mr. SAMPSON : Notwithstanding the
many good points made by the mover of
the amendment, I hopa the clause will pass
as printed. In many road districts a per-
centage of traflic fees are not paid. The
subject has received consideration a every
Road Boards Conference held for many
years, and I hope the police will be given
an opportunity to do the work. After that
it will be possible to institute a comparison
between the respective merits of the two
systems of colleetion. Pearsonally 1 believe
that the loeal authorities will benefit con-
siderably if the collecting is dbne by the
police.

Mr. THOMSON: I hoped the Minister
might agree to the amendment, since it is
ot mandatory. If the mmendment is de-
feated I shall certainly ask fhe Minister
to reconsider the claugse dealing with dis-
tribution of fees, gince there is no limit on
the charge to be made for the work of col-
leetion, In some of the larger road dis-
triets it is a very easy matter to collect
the fees on motors. Im the eountry every-
one’s car is known, and payment of the fea
is not often evaded. If the charge for
collection ia 10 per cent., the Police De-
partment will receive 12s. on every foe
paid in respect of a motor. Tn Eatanning,
for instance, ona could eall in the course
of half a day on almost every motor owner
in the town. Thberefore a commission of
even five per cent. would be excessive for
the work of collecting, Under the Bill the
Minieter can fix any charge he likes to
cover the cost of collection.

Mr. George: Is the Minister likely to be
unreasonable?

Mr. THOMSON: Depariments are some-
times unreasonable. The eharge for collec-
tion ghould be stated in the Bill

Mr. BROWN: The Pingelly Road Board,
having discussed the amendment, carrted
unanimously a motion requesting me to
support it. Pingelly iB typical of other
hoards along the Great SBowthern Railway.
It has a frontage of 12 miles. The Pingelly
people are not specially anxions to have
their distriet declared a main rosds dis-
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trict, because they realise that in conjunc-
tion with the adjoining board they eoculd
do & great deal of work if they received
the fees payable under this Bill. They
are not specially opposed to the work of
collection being done by the police, but
they are anxious that the money collected
should be handed over to them until the
Pingelly district is declared a main roads
district.

Mr. George: The amendment says that
the board shall have the power to ‘‘issue’-
traflic fees. ‘

Mr. BROWN: The wordiag of the
amendnent  is  suffeiently clear, The
Pingelly board do not wish to be brought
vnder the Act unlil their area is declared
a main road area.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The
loeal authority will not be allowed to col-
lect money, except by the goodwill of the
Minister. The clause provides that the
amount received by the Commissioner of
Police shall be divided amongst the local
authorities in such proportions as the Min-
ister may determine, The Minister could
give it all to one road board. Why should
all this power be vested in the Minister?
He will be able to collect fees in York
and hand them over to Bunbury. Wa
should provide that these boards are to
collect and enjoy the fees paid within their
boundaries.

The Minister for Works: That is my in-
tention.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Then the
Minister must be going 1o amend the
claugse. He says he does not intend to cou-
trol the distribution of the money colleeted
at all. It docs not matter much who col-
lects the fees, go long as they be properly
distributed. The amendment is a perfectly
right and proper one, and apparently the
Mipister is going to accept it, and allow
the local authorities to have the spending
of the money collected in their respective
distriets.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I assure
the Committee there is no intention of the
traflic fees collected in any distriet being
taken away from the local antherity. Each
local anthority will have the fees collected
in ils own distriet. 1f the Main Roads Bil}
does not become law, some of the clauses
in this Bill will require redrafting. I
undertoke to have SBubelanse 2 recommitted
and redrafted to make it clear that the
local anthority is to have the fees colleeted
in its distriet.

Mr, George: Will you give the loeal
authority the option of colleeting the fees?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No, 1
think tbe policy of having the fees eol-
lected hy the police is sound.

Mr, George: Then von will require to fix
their remvreration.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: At all
events it will not be necessary to provide
anything like 10 per eent. in the country.
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That charge is made in the metropolitan
area beeause the police here perform so
many other duties. In country districts it
will be merely the cost of collection, which
will not mean mueh, for the police say they
go on to practieally every farm at one or
another season of the year. However, the
money collected in cach distriet will be paid
entirely, to the local authority, There is no
suggestion that the fees in country districts
should be pooled. The ouly difference be-
tween the member for Toodyay (Mr, Lind-
say) apnd mie, is as to whether the police
or the local authority should collect the
fees.

Mr. LINDSAY: In view of the Minister’s
explanation, I will withdraw my amend-
ment. Ome reason why I hrought it forward
was that we have not police in all country
districts. TFor instance, the policeinan who
goes to Benmcubliin live 51 miles away.

Amendment, by leave, withdrawn.

Clause put and passed.

Clauses 5 to 12—agreed to.

Clause 13—Amendment of Section 41:

Mr. DAVY: I move an amendment—
That Subelause I be struck out.

This subelause gives to the police power to
control stands for vehicles. In the original
Bill it was thought fit to permit the City
Couneil to retain that power. Now it is to
be taken away and given to the police. [t
is elear that we eannot have two authorities
doing the same thing, hnt there is growing
a tendency to gradually steal the powers
of the local authority and to hand them
over to the Government. The proper body
to control stands for vehieles is the body
respongible for the comstruction and main-
tenance of roads and for the well being
generally of the city,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1 do not
mind whether the subelause is in or out, but
the police bave pointed out that they are
respongible for all moving traflie, and the
City Council arc respongible for stationary
trafiie, The police say that if they had the
allotting of the stands, they would so ar-
range the allotment as to fit in with the
control of the moving traffie. The police
argue that they should have complete charge
of the traffic, stationary and moving, be-
cause they can control the two much better.
The proposal will operate not only in Perth
but throughout the metropelitan area. As
a matter of fact, Fremantle has been doing
it for gome time, and my friend the Min-
ister for Lands drew attention to the fact
that they had no aunthority there to coatrol
the stationary traffic. There is a good deal
of logic and reason in favonr of the police
having charge of hoth.

Mr. GEORGE: The City Council did their
best when they had control of the traffic
but as soon as the police took charge even
the newspapers offered congratulations on
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the change. The police are not likely to act
in an arbitrary way. They can see the diffi.
cultivs that tave a moturist. They know
best where to fix stands, and certainly better
than any other body that is net supervising
the tratlic as the police are doing all day.

The Minister tor Lands: We do not want
a lot of joliremen looking aiter a atand.

Mr. OFORGE: As soon as ears hegin to
move, it is then the trouble may begin, The
police skonld eertainly have charge of sta-
tionary as well as moving traffie.

Mr. MARSHALL: The police are more
eapable of carrying out this function than
are the {ity Council. T have notieed that
the ity Couneil are inflnenced by those who
regard themwselves as anthorities as to where
parking should be permitted.  The City
Couneil permit it in the middle of congested
areus in the city, T support the elanse as it
atanis beeavse the police should have eom-
pleic cortrol. Theyx, too, should decide
where char-a-banes should he parked. More-
over, the Citvy Couneil cannot give the =ame
consideration to the question of the safety
of the pullie as ean the Police Department.
The City Council are likely to aceept advice
from others than the police foree, and we
would find that owners of rars would be
asking permi-gion to parlk their ecars out-
side their offices.

Hon. 8ir James Mitehell: And why not?

Mr, MARSTIALL: Many motor ear own-
ers are motor hogs and have no respect for
human life. The police are independent
and should have the right to sav where
ears shonld he perked,

The MINIRTER FOR LANDS: This is
the one clanse in the Bill to which I raised
an objeetion when discossing it with my
colleaguss, We pive the loeal governing
bndies contrel of their loeal affairs, and they
are the right prople to say where these
stands shall be placed. The police always
congult the lneal authorities regarding the
stands to he fired and if the Incal authori-
ties make sungerestions. theyv arve adopted by
the police, It will not be contended that the
police wh-n fixing the stands, would consider
the requirements of the people in the same
way a3 would the local authorities, because
the police would consider the guestion from
the standpnint of traffic and not the com-
venience of the puhlic. At one time the
police desired to establish a stand at Fre-
mantle, but the couneil did not approve of
the propnsal. Tn speaking about the matter
to the mavor, T toll him that the e¢puneil
had full power to decide the question, ns the
police at that time had no power under the
Traffic Act to even regulate pedestrian traf-
fic on the footpaths!

Mr. Davy: Those regulations are ultra
virew.

The MINTSTER FOR 1.ANDS: That has
been altereldl mow. There is another aspect
to be eonsidered, and that is that the leeal

avtharities afford transport facilities for,
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the ratepay.rs, out of money provided by the
people themselves. If the local authorities
had this power, they would prevent people
from entering upon undue competition with
the people’s own transport facilities, That
is my cuiet ohjection to handing over these
powers to any cther budy. It is only right
that the people whose money has been apent
in providing these fueilitics shoulll be pro-
tected. That is one objection T have to the
clause which hands ov.r the power to the
police, In my own district one lacal an-
therity provided transport facilities to en-
able the rutepayers to reach the reserve at
Point Walter. If perndssion were granted
to owners of buses or other vehicles to es-
tablish a stand that would enable them to
run in opposition to the people’s own tram-
way facilities, the returns from the under-
taking would be still further diminished.
That undertaking has not ben able to pay
intervst and sinking fund charges yet.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: You want a
ronopoly.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: XNo, we
want fair play. The police are not always
tbe best judges of where traffic should go.
That i3 instanced at Fromantle, v here the
hig buses run from the post office into
High-street. Memhera who know the narrow
streets of Fremantle will realise how dan-
gerons that route is.

Mr, DAVY: 1 urge the Committee to
pay considerable attention to the views of
the Minister for Lands whose experience in
loeal governing matters is more ertensive
than that of anyone else in the Chamber. 1
do not agree with all he said, for I would
not advance the argument that the right to
fix the stands should be allowed to be a
weupon of offence or defence in the hands of
anyone.

The Minister for Lands:
play.

Mr. DAVYY: That is one of tle reasons
why T proposed the amendment. The tend-
ency of the paolice is to regard the matter
from th» one peint anly, that of the traffic.
As to the question of collaboration, no sug-
gestion has lheen made that the municipal
authorities wonld not ascertain the views of
the polive.

The Minister for Lands:
done.

Mr. DAVY: T know of no instance in
whivh the ¢ouncil fixed a stand with which
the police were not in agreement.

Amendment put and passed; the clause
as amend-d, agreed to.

Clause 14+—Amendment of Seetion 61:

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This is
dealt with in 2 later c¢lause which makes
Clause 14 unnecessary. I suggest that it be
struck out.

Clanse put and negatived.

Clause 15—Regulations as to motor omni-
buses:

Only for fair

That i3 always
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Mr. THOMSON: We should not give
power to the Governor to prohibit by regu-
lations the use of buses.

The Minister for Lands: You would not
allow them to run in opposition to your
own public utilities, wonld you?

AMr. THOMSON: The motor fees are to
be paid to the State, and the buees have
coma to stay,

Mr. Panton: Yes, and they should stay
in their proper place,

Mr. THOMSON: I object to this power
and, therefore, I move an amendment—

That in lines 2 and 8 of Subasaction 1
of the proposed new Section {<l1a, the
words ‘‘and prohibit the wse of motor
buses elsewhere than'’ be struck out.

The powers sought to he conferred upon the
Government are dangerous.

The Minister for Lands: We are here
to protect the interests of the Btate.

Mr, THOMSON: While I have the ut-
most sympathy for the position of the Min-
ister in eontrol of cur railways and {ram-
ways, we are also here to see that nothing
stops development.

The Minister for Works. This will not
have that effect.

Mr, THOMSON: I have nc objection {o
giving the Governmeut power to regulate
these matters, but I object to the powers
of prohibition.

The Minister for Railwaya: And you
wounld let bhnses run wherever they like.

Mr, THOMSON: The State will be paid
for it. The Government will preseribe the
routes.

The Minister for Landa: What ia the good
of preseribing a route unless you have the
power to prohibit the use of buses else-
where?

Mr. THOMSON: It is wrong, and I hope
the Committes will enpport me and strike
out the words covered by the amendment.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m..

Mr. THOMSON: T# it is in the interests
of the people that motor buses should he
rrm, we should hesitate before giving the
Government power to prohibit their rum-
nine,

Hon. Bir James Mitchell: The Govern-
ment have made regulations already.

The Minister for Works: This regula-
tion ia in operation now,

Hon. Sir James Mitehell:
not be.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: There
is not much wse in taking power to prescribe
toutes for motor buges if we do not take
power also to prevent their runring on other
routes. The power acked for here is taken
by the authorities everywherc. Otherwise,
motor buses might use roads that were not
built for heavy traffic.

Hon. Sir Tames Miichell:

But it should

Would not the

loeal aunthorities have power to stop that?
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The M1INISTER FOR WORKS: No.

Hou. 8ir James Mitchell: They are con-
cerned about the roads.

Mr, Thomson: You would not grant the
buses & license unless they ran on the pre-
seribed routes.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That
argument is illovieal. [If it is right to bave
power to preseribe routes, it is equally right
to have power to prevent buses from using
other routes.

Mr, GRIFFITHS: [ cannot agree with
the member for Watanning, The Minigter
having power to prescribe the roates should
be able to prevent motor buses from rum-
ning on unsnitable roads. An immense
amount of money has been invested in the
tramways and they :must bhe protected.
Buses should not be allowed to run on the
tracks which the Tramway Department have
to maintain. We are entering upon the first
gtage of a big transport movement and the
Minister should have power to regulate such
traffie.

Mr, THOMSON: 1Tn the holiday season
people engage these vehicles for picnies, and
it would bhe necessary for the bus owner to
obtain a specific permit. There is a pro-
vision that the police may confer with the
Commissioner of Railways and deeide that
there is a railway or tramway aservies
and that therefore a permit shounld not be
granted. Tf to give suoch arbitrary power
s not an interference with the liberty of the
subjeet, T do not know what is.

The Premier: All legislation is.

Hon. 8ir James Mitehell: But this is a
double-barrelled thing.

Mr. THOMSON: My amendment will
pive the Government ail the power they re-
quire.

Mr. MacCallum SMITH: I agree with
the member for Katamming. I feel there is
strong opposition from Government depart-
menta to the introduetion of motor buses,
but the Luses have come to stay, and the
sooner the Government reecognise it the bet-
ter. The member for Avon suggests that,
ag a large amount of capital has been sunk
in the tramway system, we should not permit
the introdnetion of other vehicles likely to
compete with the trams. That is & fallacious
arpument, similar to the one used when
railways were first introduced into this
State. The owners of the boats plying be-
tween Perth and Fremantle objected to the
railway because it would interfere with their
traffic on the river.

Mr. Tayler: And so did the teamsters.

AMr. MacCallum SMITH: T have not heard
of that, but the opposition from the owners
of the river stenmera is an historic fact.
To-night the same argument is being re-
neated. Tf any business man learns of up-
to-date machinery that will reduce his costs
or turn out work more efficiently, doos he
stick to the old plant? WNo. Regardless of
eost he seraps the old plant and modernises
his factory. That is what the Government
ghould have done when motor huses were
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being introduced.
date—-—

The Minister for Railwaya: What would
you have done if they had scrapped the
trams running to Morth Perth?

My, Marshall: He wonld have been down
to the Minister’s office the next morning.

Mr, MacCallum SMITH: T am sorry the
Minister &id not introduce a bus for that
route. We have buses there now, and they
are doing good work, They are competing
effectively with the trama.

The Minister for Lands: If the Govern-
ment had stopyped the trama from running
to North Perth you would have objected.

Mr, MaeCallum SMITH: The clause gives
the Governor power to prohibit the running
of motor hures, and the idea is to pet the
consent of Parliament in that direction.
This is going too far, Tle Government may
prescribe the routes to be followed, but
ghould mnot be able to prevent the use of
buses. If we pass the elause as printed, the
department will readily seize upon the word
‘*prohihit,’”’ and prevent buses from run-
ning anywhere that may lead to competition
with the tramways., The tramway service
ia not as satisfactory as it mipht be, and
many loealities yet remain to be served. A
tramway along Cdmbridge-atreet was de-
finitely promised by the ex-Premier and the
rails were to have been laid in June. The
present Minister, however, coolly told the
people that the Government had decided not
to instal the service. It is very probable
that heavy motor vehicles do hreak up the
roads, beeanse thev have not been made for
that class of traffic, Roads must be built
that will earry vehicles of that deseription,
and that is one of the purposes of the Main
Roads Bill. T support the amendment,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHETI.: The
public are under the impression that the
Minister will prevent the running of buses
because they compete with the tramway set-
vice,

Mr. Themson:
have that in mind.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELIL: 1If the
public want this form of transport they will
have it. Buses are a wonderful convenience.
I admit that the roads are unsujtable for
this c¢lass of traffic, and the time may come
when the publie will bave neither roads nor
buses, vnlesa our highways are put in order.
Some excellent roads that have been recently
construeted in Victoria have been rained hy
the hearvy motor traffic. The Minister takes
too mneh power to himself by this elause.
Tt should be struck out. It ig guite enough
to permit him to preseribe the ronte {o be
followed hv the buses.

Mr. GRTFFITHS: Motor traction has
come to stay, and in many pnrts of the
world it is a serious competitor of the tram-
wnys. The Government ghould be able to
prevent unwieldy vehicles from using the

roads.

Mr. THOMB0N: The sole object of the
Minister is to prevent competition with the
railways and tramways. In some districts

Had they been up-to-

The framers of the Bill
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the tramway service is unsuitable, and yet
the Government may, under this clause, pre-
vent people living in those distriets from
enjoying the convenience of a hus service.
The clause is full of dangera.

Mr, J. H. SMITH: I support the amend-
ment. Asg things are the public are not get-
ting full value for the money they have laid
out in public gervices.

The CHAIRMAN: This provision deals
with the metropolitan area.

Mr. J. H. SMITH: It may apply else-
where to-morrow, The clause gives the Min-
ister too much power. Let private enter-
prise, if it wishes to do so, ecompete with the
trama.

Mr. SAMPSON: Tt has bheen stated that
the power under this clause is asked for only
as regards the metropolitan area. How-
ever, within a few weeks a motor hus pro-
prietor applicd for a permit to run from
Perth to Byford, Bedfordale and Roley-
stone, and although the vehicle was in per-
feet order the permit was refused. A fur-
ther request for a permit has not been
granted so far. Surely country residents
should be pgiven everv opportunity to get to
their homes. No vehicle to-day runs to Bed-
fordale and Rolevstone,

Mr, MILLINGTON: The power under
this clause is necersary. However, the Gov-
ernment already have the power, because it
is being used now, as a delepated porwer.
T am mnot sure that the delesated power is
heing exercised justly. A board of four
have the right o preseribe ommibua routes,
The lack of an efficient tramwav service
in the metropolitan area has bheen responsible
for the introdvetion of the motor buses,
Some people think the tramways are out of
date; but the motor buses are eertainly mot
up to date, because the first essential of an
up-to-date motor service is a suitable road
gystem, which we do not possess. Tf the
tramway extensions which are justified had
heen made, there would have been no neces-
sity for an auxiliary motor bus service,
Several parts of my eleetorate are nat served
by the tramway system, and therefore it is
nat for the tramwav anthorities to ecomnlain
that thev have to face the competition of the
motor huses there.

Mr, George: Motor buges give more rapid
transit than the trams.

Mr. MILLINGTON: There is a tramway
terminus in Angove-street, Leederville, right
in the heart of a thickly povulated district.
Settlement has extended there very consid-
erablv. T visited the area in cempany with
the Minigter for Railways, the Commissioner
of Railways, and a representative of the
tramways, who all arreed that there was
iratifientien for am extension of at least
25 chains. Thet extension, however, has not
been constructed. The consearence is that
a motor bus service has been started there.
Instead of frankly nrohihiting the bnses
from running, the authorities have adopted
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a policy of Lainselitg them,  West Loeeder-
ville residents have npeither a tram uor a
train serviee. In view of that fact, the
Govermment gazetted a motor bus service
there.  Tat those buses, when they enter
fle eity, are to do sa by o back strect into
S, Gedipe ™ -terruee. The buses have re-
guested permission to enter by William-
street; Lut permission  has been refusel,
doubtless hecause there is a tramway in
Willi=an «tpeet,  The result iz that passen-
gers by the buses have to come a4 far as
]t. (leorpe 's-terrace and then walk back into
town. Where a jerinit is granted, a reason-
alle route shovld alsoe he granted. The
buses from West Teederville have to come
round  Wellington strect, throngh King-
atreet, into St, {irorce’s-terrace: King-
strect is practically only a right-of way, amil
already am aceidlent las oceorred in con-
nection with the mofor bus traffic through
it. As rerards the route of those buses,
I have reeeived puvmerous complaints, not
only from the proprictors but alse from
the passengers, The present position s
wholly wnsatisfactory. TRather than humbug
and harass a motor bus service, the Govern-
ment should prohibit it. If the Gevernment
are willine, as they say, to be responsible,
et them give an adeouate tram service and
atterly  prohihit the bus service, T
agree  that there should be some con-
trol of the motor hns system, which
at present iz romning wild, T am
not s0 mmeh concerred ahont the bhus
proprietors as T am abont the public whe
reanire theee transport services,

Mr. TAYLOR: The hon. member has con-
vinced me that the real ohject of the Bill
is to rrevent all eompetition with the Gor-
ernment trains and troms.

The Minister for Tands: Not all the
trams in the metropolitan area are owned
bv the Government,

AMr, TAVLOR: The Fremantle Tramways
Board took time by the forelock and got
a Bill through TParlinment giving them
power to run their own motor buses. But
no power has heen given the Tramways De-
rartorent of Perth t6 run huses, and so the
Government want to restriet the hus trans-
port serviees of the metropolitan area to
loealities where there are no trams.  The
Government say they would be preyared fo
give additional services f they had the
money: the bons proprietors sav that they
have the money and are prepared to pive
the service. But the Government will not
agree to this, for they desire to have a
mwonopoly of transport serviee, even tn the
dirsndvantase of the prople.  The Govern-
ment will not supply the required services,
nar will they allow others to supply it

The Minister for Agrienlture: You are
a supporter of nationalisation.

Mr, TATYLOR: But not of nationalisa-
tion ran mad. If the Government cannot
supply the required serviees, let somebody
clse do =n. However, the Government say in
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effect, '+ We cannot do it ourselves, and we
will not Iet anvhody else do it.”" Tt that
is nationalisation, it is time the bottom
wag knocked owt of nationalisation.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Nearly
£200,000 is invested in the tromways of
Fremantle, North Fremantle, qml the Mel-
ville Road Board, l'es le in the Fremantle
distriet represent almost one-fourth of the
topulatimn  of the mtropolitan area, and
if anything is done to render the tromway
svstem in Perth unprefitable, the Fremantle
presple will have to pay their share of the

lo s in Derth, while standine  their own
losses as well. 1f we allow bures to use
the frume travks it means 2 vonsiderably

increased cost to the tramway sy:tem.  For
the maintaining of tram tracks last year
approximately €20H0 was paid to the local
authorities.  Yome members are ready to
profect the mon runnineg dmses, hut will not
proteel the trams, which are public pro-
perty. During the first two months of this
vear the PFremantle tramways failed by
£2,400 to make their statutory payments.

My, Teesdale: Was that the first time it
has happened?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: No, Last
year between £2,000 and £3,000 were lost
on the year's onerations, Of course it was
made up in other directions. Unless some-
thing he done to prohibit buses running on
the tram tracks, that loss must inevitably
increase, and the peoile will have to make
it up in order to maintain gond roads over
which to run privately owuner buses, T want
to tell the member for North Perth (Msr, J.
MaeCallum Smith) that large hodies of
people eannot be shifted by buses.

Mr. J. MacCallum Smith: Oh, nonsense!
It i3 done in TLondon,

The MINISTER FOR LAXNDS: Tn Lon-
don they have trams and tubes running in
conjonetion with the buses. If huses are
allowed to run over the tram tracks in
Fremantle, the tramway board might as well
close down and stop the trams altogether.

Mr, Thomson: Yon are all right. You
hkave an et of Parliament,

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: But we

do net intend to ran buses on our tram
trocks: we wont to run feeder buses.
Mr. Thomson: That intention s not
shown ju the Bill,
The MINISTER T'OR LANDS: Al-

ready applications have Leen made for per-
miszion to run ses along the Point Walter
tram toute,

Mr, J. MacCallom Smith: Why?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Aprar-
ently it is thonght the Ymses eould be run
in hetween the quarter-hour trams; it is
only for rush trafie,  The trams run until
midnight, hut the buses will not do that
sort of thinr, T crnnot understand the
an iety o the part of memhers for the ing
terests ot an individual who invests & conple
of theueand pounds, when those same mem-
bers will nat consider the pmblic pro-erty
in which nearly £200,000 iy invested. Mem-
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bers are s.nt here to protect publie Lro-
perty, but with some wembers publie pro-
periy 1s a4 seconuary consiueration,  We
caunot afiord to mamntain rvads for buses.
Tne remune ‘Lramway Beard pay the Fre-
mantle slunicipal ¢ ounecil 1,200 per annum
to maimmtain the tram tracks. “Wnat do the
nigtur busis pay the local auwthority tuv main.
tain the roads damaged by wmotor buses!
These aie ronds thut are mantaived tor the
pse ol buses, Lt is almost a scandal that
peopie shouid have been allowed to run buses
tor »o0 long with so much freedom. I agree
that L. ses bave come to stay, but it will be
admitted that o bus lhas never yet opened
up any country; it comes along atter the
population is there. ‘Lhe State’s money in-
vested in the trams is over £94.0,(000,

Mr. Taylor: Toes that inelude the power
house !

The MINISTER FOR LLAXDS: No, only
the troms, The trams in Derth are enual te
those in any other part of the world. We
who are sent here tor the purpesz of pro-
tecting the Stute’s interests are not entitled
to pass that investment over to private en-
terprise. If we tear up the trams, we might
as well give away the £9¢0,000,

My, SAMPS30ON: 1f we are to eliminate
competition, then so far as transport is
concerned it is good-bye to progress. The
effvet of the elause is to rustriet the run-
uing nf buses, If we are to make it impos-
sihle for buses te operate, we shall not get
the pgreatest efficiency with the tramway
service. 1t has bLeen said that competition is
the lite of trade and when we are faced
with competition—-—

The Minister for Worka: A monopoly is
formed.

Hon. 8, W. Munsie: Or you ceme to an
honourable understanding.

Mr. SAMDPSON: If the trams are to be
protectedd to the extent proposed, then it is
good-bye to progress. Under the Bill license
fees are heing materially increased.

The Premier: So they ought to he,

Mr. SAMPSON: I am not disputing that.
There we have the protection, and if a bus
cannot live in face of the fees to be im-
posed, then it will not compete. We are not
justified in deing anything that will have
the effeet of climinating competition. As
yet buses are new to this State, and I sup-
pose it is correet that on certain ocensions
buses have failed to Tun according to time-
toble. T eannot, however, coneeive that any
bns prorrietor who is endeavouring to estab-
lish a connection will do anything but ron
accordirg to time-tahle.

Mr. GEORGE: Tf the words it is proposed
to strike out are struck out, there will be
no difference, because the Governmeut will
be able to preserihe hy regulation what is
desired. The public are free agents and if
they desire te ignore their property in the
shape of the trams, and use the buses in-
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stead, they are within their rights in doing
%0. As 1 bave already said, the buses are
illing an evideut puvlic need and unless
the Governmueat can fill that need, the publie
will continue to support the buses, It i3
hard on the Government, it iy rough on the
State and it is rough on the taxpayer, but
we have to miove wtih the times. Before
the trams went to (laremont I luoked for-
ward to the extension of that suburb being
a payable projosition Lecause there was a
big population to be served.

The Prewder: We are going to pull up
that line.

Mr. GEOQRGIS:
up

[ de not wunt it puiled

Hon, 8, W. Munsie: It is time it was
pulled up,

The P'remier: It was 1aid ten years before
its tine,

Mr. GEORGE: We are dealing with a
serious muatter, 1 have travelled in that
tram from Perth and there have been as few
as six paying passengers to Claremont. The
fares enllected would vot pay the wages
of the men on the car. Eaeh tram that goes
dnwn therc passes half a dozen motor buses
all fillel with passengers,

The Minister for Mines: Why did yon
build that line?

Mr, GEORGE: The Government shoull
ron it more frequently.

Hon., & W, Munsie: And create a greater
loss.

Mr. GEORGE: The Government shonld
cut out the long route via Thomas-street and
Subiaco and comnect it with the Crawley
line and in that way save considerable dis-
tance and time as well. If that were done,
in mv grinion there would be a great dif-
ference in the traffic ecarried.

The Minister for Railwava: It would never
have heen put down if I had had anvthing
to Ao with it,

The Premier: Whoever was responsihle
for building it did not show a serap of
SENSe.

Mr. GEORGE: Anyhow, it is no use ex-
huming dead bones; we have to deal with
the situation as we find it.

My, Panton: The man who was responsible
for it lost his seat.

Amendment put and negatived,

Mr. DAVY: Paragranh {r} provides that
the Governor, by regulation, mav preseribe
the fares, including waximum and minimum
fares for preseribed routes or sections
thereof, to be chareed for passengers oar-
riedl by motor bwses. The paragraph would
appear to place motor huses in the hands of
the Governm-nt to be squeezed out when
they so desire. One could understand the
Government taking power to regulate the
maximum fares charged, but why take power
to preseribe the minimum fares unless it be
from a desire to prevent the motor huses
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running mote cheaply than the trams and
traing. I move an amendment—

That paragraph (c) be struck out.
Amendment put and negatived.

Mr. THOMSON: Paragraph (d} pro-
vides power for the Govermor to pre-
seribe the maximum number of buses to be
licensed to ply for hire on any prescribed
route. The more onme considers these pro-
visions, the more one wonders. Thia is wrong.
I move an amendment—

That paragraph (d) be struck out.

The MINIRTER FOR WORKS: The po-
lice have recommended ¢n more than one oc-
casion that the motor buses permitted to
ply along certain routes shonld be limited,
because the traffic was hecoming dangercus.
The Government have been requested to
take certain action, but it has been impos-
sible, because we have not the necessary
powers, Along one route according to the
complaint of one loeal authority, motora en-
gage in races. One dashes up to pick up a
passenger and the other races along in an
endeavour to block the first bus and so they
ge on, Thue with our narrow roada there is
great danger to the public. The police are
strongly opposed to any mere motor buses
being permitted to ply between Perth and
Fremantle.

Mr., Griffiths: They are coming at the
old game that was such a menace in Lon-
don.

Mr, E. B. Johnaton: The buses constitute
a menace to the safety of the people along
that road now,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
motor buses are run for profit and the
drivers take serious risks. The people should
not be snhjected to those risks.

Mr, MacCallum Smith: Why do the buees
not start at different times?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: That is
the only way by which we can overcome the
difficulty. We have made provision for that
and a policeman is stationed at Fremantle
to see that the buses start according to
timetable. A case lius been hefore the
Police Court at Fremantle arising out of a
fight between motor bus drivers because one
man wonld not start at his preper time,

Mr. Marshall: Keen competition there!

The MINISTER FOR WORES: Even
though the buses start off to time, if they
find they are not filling up as they proceed
along the road they hang hack, until the next
bus comes along and thea they battle for
Passengers all the way along the road. Un-
less some power such as that set out in the
paragraph is provided, we cannot overcome
this difficulty.

Amendment put and negatived.

AMr. THOMSON: Paragraph (ii)} of the
proviso to Subsection 1 of the proposed new
Section 41 (a) sets out that before any
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route is preseribed the Minister ghall con-
fer with the Commissioner of Railways, the
City Council and any other looal authority
concerned. Why shoul@ the Commigsioner of
Railways be brought into it?

Hon, B. W. Munsie: Because ha is in-
terested in the tramways and railways.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Being
in charge of the trams and trains the Com-
missioner of Railways should be consulted by
the Minister- go that he may obtain infor-
mation as to how he was catering for traffie
along routes over which it was proposed
motor buses should operate.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: He is just the
man who shonld not be consulted.

The MINISTERE FOR WORKS: Ho
should be consulted
Hon. Sir James Mitchell: To know

whether he wants the buses or notl

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The Min-
igter should be able to consult the Commis-
sioner to ascertain what he is doing to meet
the public convenience. If that were mnot
done, how could the Minister form an
opinion,

Mr, MacCallum-Smith: Why not give the
bus-owners a chance of being heard?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: A re-
presentative of the bus-owners has a seat on
the committee now, but I do not know how
we could mention in the Bill a body that
is not incorporated. There is no intention of
ignoring the owners of motor buses, because
we consult them now,

Mr. DAVY: T am in a position to give
members a little more information about the
incident that has been referred to by one
hon. member. The owner of a motor bus
asked for a license to run betweem By-
ford and Armadale to Perth. He was
told that he counld not have it, because the
Commissioner of Railways was againat it.
He then asked if he could sceure the trans-
fer of his Ticense to a larger motor bus and
he was told he could not have that
because the Commissioner was against it.
The result is that we see one bus running
hetween Armadale and Perth chock-fufl, and
the Commissioner thinks apparently, that
that bus is taking sufficient traffic from the
railways

Mr., Panton iook the Chair.

Mr. THOMSON:
amendment.

The Minister for Lands: Don’t forget
you are an agent for a motor car company!

I intend to move an

Mr, THOMSON: I congratulate the
Minjster on his interjection. T move an
amendment—

That in line I of paragraph (il) the
words ‘‘the Commissioner of Railways'’
be sirick oul.

It is wrong that the Comméissioner of Rail-
ways should be placed in the position which
enables him to dictate to the public.
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The Minister for Lands: It is no more
wrong to do that than it is for anyone to be
an agent for a motor car company!

Mr, THOMSON: Have some common-
sense. 1 am surprised at the Minister’s in-
sinuation,

The Minister for Lands: It is not an

insinnation. Here is your own advertise-
ment in a newspaper.
Mr. THOMSOXN: I have no interest in

any motor car company, nor in any motor
bus service. I do not own any one of them,
and if the Minister indulges in this sort
of thing

The Minister for Lands: Here is your
own advertisement.

Mr. THOMSON: If these are the taectics
Ministers seck to introducs in order to get
their Bill through, we bad best put wp a
strong case against the measure.

The CHHATRMAN: Order! Let us get on.

Mr. THOMSON: I am looking at this
from the point of view of the publie.

The Mini.ter for Lands: No, you are not.

Mr, THOMSON: I will not be side-
tracked. To give the Commissioner power
to say where the buses ghall run is beyond
all question.

The PREMIER: It is all nonsense for
the member for Katanning to speak ahout
the Commissioner being given dietatorial
powers. The paragrajh does not make any
such provision. It merely sets out that the
Minister may confer with the Commissioner
of Railways.

Mr, Thomson: You heard the statement
by the member for West Perth,

The PREMIER: I am dealing with the
paragraph, It merely provides for a com-
mon scnse attitude to be adopted. It sets
out that the Minister shall not preseribe
routes blindfolded or stupidly without con-
ferring with his responsible officers to ascer-
tain whether the reasonable requirements of
the public are being met,

Mr. Thomson: Would he not do that in
any case?

The PREMIER: Then what harm is there
in including that in the RBill%

Mr, Taylor: Dees he not do that now?

The PREMIER: Of course. They why
objeet to thig provision?

Mr. Thomson: I gbject to it going in the
Bill.

The PREMIER: That was not the objec-
tion raised by the hon. member before. He
contended that some extraordinary power
was heing vested in the Commiscioner.

Mr, Thomson: That is the position.

The PREMTER: It is not the rosition.
It merely provides power for the Minister
to eonfer with the Commissioner before pre-
geribing a route. When the hon. member
refers to powers being conferred upon the
Commissioner T wonder where the nigger in
the woed pile is!

Mr. Thomson: SBo do I.

The PREMIER: One would imagine that
the railways and the tramways were the pri-
vate property of the members of the Gov-
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ernment and that we were endeavouring to
secure income for ourselves instead of
merely seeking to protect the property of
the publiec! 'We ag recponsible Ministers
have to see that a million pounds worth of
public pro,erty is not scrapped merely in
the intcrests of a few individuals. It seems
to me, as the Minister for Lands has said,
an extraordinary thing that during this dis-
cusaion the interests ot the public have been
lost sight of entirely, notwithstanding that
their money is sunk in the tramway system,

‘that they had to construet roads for the

tramways, and maintain the greater yortions
of the roads along which the tramways run,
while the interests of a few bus proprietors
seem to Dhe paramount.

Mr. Thomson: That is not so,

The PREMIER: There is no doubt about
it. Every time the hon. member speaks, he
bhreomes more and more indignant about this
Bill. Tt will be a seandal if Parliament
closes this session without passing effec-
tive legislation to protect the interests of
the peeple, Are we going to build roads
at enormous cost to bhe smashed up by
motor bus proprietors without their paying
anything for it? Tt is a monstrous sugges-
tion. Tt seems there is a degire in some
quarters to defeat the Bill, not in the in-
terests of the publie, but in the interesis
of the bus proprietors.

Mr, Taylor: You are not quite fair,

The PREMIER: That has becn the trend
of the disenssion. Tf this Bill and other
Bills are defeated, whereby we are endeav-
ouring to do a fair thing and raise the
necessary revenne to maintain  our roads
in a r1roper way, I as Treasurer will not
find one pound to build roads for motor bus
pro-rietors. They ean run omn the roads
mtil they get bogged and cannot travel
a yard further, and that will put an end
toe the whole problem. The hon. member
talks of power sought as if Ministers had
a personal interest to serve. It is our object
tn proteet the publie, and in so doing to
rrive o fair deal to the owners of motor
hnses,

Mr. Bampson: The honour of Miniaters.
has never heen impugned.

The PREMIER: For weeks we have
heard nothing hrt of the auvtneratic power
sought by the Minister for Works; yet it ia
posenr tiat ia neesssarv if the Aect 13 to be
effeetive, and if the irterests of the publie
are to be protected. There is no other ob-
jeet in our tuking power under this or any
other measare,

Mr. Sampson: Tt is the desire to limit
the tunning of mator buses to which we ob-
ject.

The PREMTER: Yeg, T do desire to
limit their tunnine, ard the hon. member, if
he did his duty. would also desire to limit
their ronning. T do not desire to prehibit
their running, hut there should he power to
regulate and control them. That iz all we
are seeking. PBecnuse a few people have a
fow thousand pounds invested in  motor
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Luses, are they to be permitied to run where
they like and how they like, at any time
and under any cireumsianees, on roads that
the publie funds have provided, without any
regard to the money sunk in the constrme-
tion of tramways? XNot a member has been
able to confine Limself to the eclause, but
hostility has been responsible  for each
speaker wandering over the whole of the
Bill.

Mr., J, H, Smith: Wonld you cxtend that
power ountside the metropolitan area?

The PREMIER: We ghall not interfere
with Donnybrook, Pemberton, or Bridge-
town, if they bebave themselves; the ur-
geney lies in the metropolitan area. This
Bill iy necessary, and this session should not
close withont a measure of this descrijtion
being passed to emsure {hat the public are
protected, and that those who utilise the
roads pay a fair return for the privilege of
running over the roads.

Mr. TAYLOR: The Premier says it is
the desire of the Government to obtain
power to control the motor buses. The Goy-
ornment are controlling motor bus traffie
tu-iday without power.

The (HAIRMAXN: The amendment is
to strike out certain words.

Mr. TAYLOR: You allowed the Premier
to et vp and malipn members on this side
of the TTovse.

The (TTATRMAN: Order!

The Premier: T ask that the hon, memn-
her withdraw the statement that I maligned

members. [t i8 not Parlinmentary. T did
wt pralien apvone,
Mr., TAYTOR: The hon. member ac-

eused us——-
The Premier:
he withdrawn.
Mr, TAYLOPB: T withdraw. The Pre-
mier did attack members on this side of the
Hounse.
The Premier: Bot T did not malign them.
Mr. TAYILOR: He isrepresented this
gide te justify a flimsy pretext
Thr Tremier: T ask the hon. member to
withdraw the statement that I misrepre-
sented that side of the House. T did not

T ask that the statement

do sn,
Mr. TAYLOR: Tt is no trouble to with-
draw, [ sax the Premier was not justified

in neensing this side of the House of neplect-
in's the interists of the people for the sake
of the wmotor hns provrictors. The Govern-
ment to-day are regulating the motor bus
trafhie.

The CHATRMAN: T ask the hon, mem-
ber tn counfine his remarks to the amendment.

Mr. TAVLOR: But yon allowed the Pre-
mier tn refer to other matters, Ts he alone
{a have the privilege?

The CHATRMAN: Tt does not matter
what T allowed the Premier,

Mr. TAYLOR: Am T not allowed the
aame right?

The (HATRMAXN: The hon. member
will confine himself to the amendment.

Mr. TAYLOR: T do not wish to cross
sworda with von, Sir: T have too mweb re-
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speet for the Chair to do so. The clause
gives power to confer with the Commissioner
of Railways, If that is not a matter of con-
trolling, § do uot know what is.

Fhe Premier: Uonferring is not con-
trolling.

Mr. TAYLOR: 1t is power to confer with
a view to e¢ontrolling. What are they going
to conter about if not to control! The Pre-
micr’s deninl is only side-tracking. The
more we diseuss the guesation and the more
heat the Government import in order to
biuft the louvse, the more apparent it be-
con-es that the Bill is to proteect a mono-
poly of the trams.

The DPrenmer:
rights.

Mr. TAYLOR; Why should not the publie,
who ure not served by trams or trains, be
given some chance?

The Premier: 1 am more concerned about
a million pommds werth of jpublie property
than 1 am about n few buses.

My, TAYLOR: The people deserve con-
gideration, nnd that ia all T am asking, I
cannot allow the Premier to place me in a
false position.

To jwolect the publie

. The Premier: 1 did not mention your
oamg,
Mr. HUGHES: Country memmbers and

the memher for Mt. Margaret have suddenly
developed a kcen interest in the metropoli-
tan area.

Mr. Taylor: Fomeone has to.
see the people negleeted. .

Mr. IUGHES: I do not suppose there
ever wis a (lovernment more hostile to the
metropolitan arca than the Government that
has just relinguished office.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell:
right to say that. -

The CHATIRMAN: The hon, member is
not discvssing the amendment,

AMe. Mann:  You cannot get pot out again
to-nipht,

Mr. HUGHES: 1f I withdraw, T shall
not do it as the previous speaker did.

The CITATRMAN: Order! The hon.
member must (lisenss the amendment.

Mr, TITGIES: This is eswentially a
matter concerning the wmetropolitan area,

Hon, 8ir James Mitehell:  Tg it?

Mr. Thomson: It affeets the whole of the
State,

Mr. HUGTTES: T represent one of the
larrest metrapolitan  eounstituencies, and I
have heard no coniplnini amonpat my elec-
tors ahout the Gevernment interfering with
the motor huses. ‘

Mr. Richardson: You are lueky.

Mr. HUGHES: T have heard no com-
plaint of the Commissioner of Railways
heing given the power to say whether the
mator bhuses shall be permitted to rum
alongride the trama. We know verv well
that if' the trams were serapped to-morraw,
the mntor hrses would not te able to cope
with the traffie. Tf thev are to he allowed
to run along the tram routes, the trams must
be onerated at a heavy loss, The people will
Ie obliged to pay rates and taxes to main-

We cannot

You have no
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tain the roads, while the general taxpayers
will have to maintain the tramways. If the
Commissioner of Railways is not there to
safeguard the publie’s investment, the huses
will be able to run alongside the tramlines.

Mr. Taylor: Do you not think the people
would patronise their own concern as against
the lbuses!?

Mr. HUGHES: Generally speaking, they
will patronise their own utility, but if a bus
runs alongside a car line, they will travel by
the more convenient vehicle. Despite all the
eloquent addresses delivered by the member
for Mt. Margaret during the last 40 years,
the people have not teen cducated to the
atage of letting the motor huses go hy and
waiting for Government-owned trams. T can-
not understanil the enevgy of the Country
Party, who svorn the metropolitan area and
have never shown any consideration for it
Yet suddenly they beeome the championa of
the metropolitan area.

Mr. Lindsay: Are vou speaking of the
Corntry Party now?

Mr. HUGHES: Ves, hoth seetions of it.

The CHATRMAXN: The hon. member will
diseuss the amendment and not the Country
Party,

Mr. HUGHTS: Tt is an essential part
of the question before the Committee.

The CHAIRMAN: T do not agree with
you.

Mr, HUGHES: The Commissioner of
Railway= should be able to confer with the
Minister, The fact that the Country Party
do not wish him to confer suggests that they
are taking an amount of interest in the
metropolitian area. T have not heard of any
metropolitan member trying to eliminate
the Commissioner in this respeet.

Hon, Bir James Mitchell: They are all
incensed about it,

Mr. BUGHFES: It is neeessary that the
Commissioner of Railways he consulted;
otherwise there wiil be no official to point
ount the snitulle routes from the public
point of view. TIf country members want
motor buses, let them have them. The mem-
ber for Swin got one immediately he asked
for it, When the Commissioner of Railways
meets the Minister, I hope the first sugges-
tion made will he to pril up the Claramont
trankire and vse the rails for the Lord-
street extension.

Nr, Richardson: Why not the Como line
as well?

Me, TITOMSOXN: T regret that heat has
heen engendered and that insionations have
been thrown acernss the floor of the Cham-
her. I have no interest in any buses. All
T askell was why the Commissioner of Rail-
ways shonlidl he mentioned in this Bill. T
am endeavouring to conserve the interests
of the public, and am afraid of the effect
this measure will have vron the State. Be-
cause the Commissioner of Railways may he
running a weckly service in some part of
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the State, he may advise the Minister not to
allow a bus service to run counter to it.

The Ainister for Railways: And the Min-
ister would take no notice of the advice.

The Premier: This deals only with the
metropolitan area.

Mr, THOMSON: | know that, but I ob-
ject to the principle eontained in the clause.

The Premier: It is a business proposition
to confer with a man whose business it is
to know,

Mr. THOMSON: This ¢can be done with-
out anything being put into this Bill. These
words wive the Commissioner the right to
say what shall be done.

The Premier: They give no powers to the
Commissioner.

Mr. THOMSON: I am afraid they do.

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. . .. ..o 26
Noes . .. .. .. 13
Majority against .. 11
AYEH
Mr. Angwin Mr. Lindsay
Mr. Brown Mr. Lutoy
Mr. Chesson Mr. Marshnall
Mr. Clydesdnle Mr. MeCallum
Mr. Collier Mr. Millington
Mr. Corboy Mr, Munsla
Me, Cunningham Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Grifbths Mr. Troy
Mr. Heron Mr. A. Wan-brough
Mre, Holman Mr. Willcock
Mr. Hughes Mr, Withers
Mr, E. B. Johnseton Mr. Wilson
Mr. Kennedy {Teller.)
Mr. Lamond
NoES.
Mr. Barpard Mr, Sampson
Mr. Davy Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Denton Mr. J. M. Smik
Mr. George Mr. Taylor
Mr. Maley Mr. Teesdale
Mr, Mann Mr. Thomson
Slr Jomes Mitchell Mr. Richardson
Mr. North (Teller.)
PaIR,
AYES. Noes.
Mr. Lambert Mr. Angelo

Amendment thus negatived.

Mr. SAMPSON: I move an amendment—

That in proposed Subsection I, para-
graph 3, all the words after ‘‘roads’’ be
struck out.

This ia a further protest against the exces-
give control over bus proprictors that the
Bill seeks to give.

Mr. DAVY: Tt seems that one has to de-
clare himself as having no financial interest
in a motor bus hefore his remarks reeeive
any attention. The suggestion has been
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made that everyone on this side of the House
is mixed up in the business.

The CHAJIRMAN: That matter cannot
again be discussed.

Mr. DAVY: I have no interest in motor
buges or motor bus companies. The para-
graph means that the public may be de-
prived of having their own means of con-
veyance if there happens to be any Govern-
ment facility in the neighbourhood. There
can be no progress under a paragraph of
this kind, If buses are wearing out the
roads, they should be made to pay their
share of the damage.

Mr. Thomson: Right wp te the hilt.

Mr. DAVY: Tt may be that wireless will
interfere with the telephone svstem. Is it
{0 be abolished for that reason?

The Minister for Mines: The Common-
wealth Government will see that it does not
do s0.

Mz, DAVY: They will be wrong to pre-
vent progress of that kind. This sort of
thing can only lead to stagnation., A cer-
tain amount of control is necessary, but we
should choose between what is reasonable
and what is unreasonable. T am whole-
heartedly in favour of the amendment.

Amendment put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes 16
Noes 25
Majority against .. 9
ATES,
Mr. Barnard Mr. North
Mr. Davy Mr. Sampson
Mr. Denton Mr, J. H. 8mith
Mr., George Mr. J. M. Smith
Mr. Griffiths Mr. Taylor
Mr. Maley Mr. Teesdale
Mr., Mann Mr. Thomson
Bir James Mitchell Mr. Richardson
(Teler.)
Noss,
Mr. Apgwlo Mr. Lindsay
Mr. Brown Mr. Lutey
Mr. Chesrson Mr. Marshall
Mr. Clydesdale Mr. McCallum
Mr. Colller Mr. Millington
Mr. Corboy Mr. Munsje
Mr. Cunningbam Mr, Sleeman
Mr. Heron Mr. Troy
Mr., Helman Mr. A. Wanibrough
Mr. Hughes Mr. Willcock
Mr., E. B. Johunston Mr. Withers
Mr. Kennedy Mr. Wilson
Mr. Lamond {Teller.)

Amendment thus negatived.

Mr. THOMSOXN: As T read paragraph
{g) of the subecleuse, if a party were de-
sirious of uvsing a motor lorry for a pienie,
they would have to ohtain a special permit
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to go out on the motor lorry that day, and
it would be within the power of the Com-
missioner of Ruilways to say te the appli-
cants, ‘“There is a railway to the place
where you want to go, and I will not grant
you a permit.’’ Is that the intention of
the paragraph?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The in-
teution is to cover special oceasions, as when
there is a big football match on and motor
bus owners want to leave their ordinary
routes to run to the mateh. The paragraph
will give the Government power to say,
¢‘There is no occasion for you to run on
that route, as there will be sonfficient trans-
port facilitics without you, and so von must
remain on your own route.’’  The measure
will be administered with common sense and
reason. The present Government are just
as well able as previons Governments to ad-
minister laws reasonably. FEvery Aet of
Parliament contains extreme powers, which
those in anthority must be trusted to exer-
cige with justice and diseretion. In eonnee-
tion with the trots, there are every week ap-
plications by motor hus owners who want to
desert the people for whom they ordinarily
cater in order to run to the trots, charging
any fare they please. The paragraph is
egsential

Mr. DAVY: The objection to paragraph
(g} is that it is absolutely prohibitory.
Burely if one ean show, as the member
for Katanning has shown, an instance where
a proposed niece of legislation would nn-
doubtedly work injustice, that is suffcient
te condemn that piece of legiglation. Tt is
an injustiec to people to tell them they must
travel either by tram or by train but not
hy motor hus,

[Mr. Lutey resumed the Chair.]

Mr., NORTH: The only restrietion im-
posed by Subelanse 6 upon motor wagons is
that anv weirht may be earried on 6-inch
tvres. Tf it be desirable to place all these
other rectrirtions on the mesasnrements and
constrieetion of motor buses, it sheonld be
equally desirable in respect of motor wagons.
T move an amendment—

That in paragraphs (a), (b), and (¢}
of Swbclanse € *‘and motor wagons’’ bg
ingeried after ‘“motor omnibuses.’”’

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: I have
no ohjection to the amendment,

Amendment pot and passed; the clause, as
amended, agreed to.

Clauses 16 to 21—agreed to.

Clause 22—Amendment of Seecond Sched-
ule:

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I move
an amendment—

That thare be added to the definitinn of
Teart’’ the words ‘‘The term includes
Jinker and whim.’?
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Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clause 23—agreed to.
Clause 24—Third Schednle:

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: 1 move
an amendnent—

That after ‘‘vehicle licenses’’ the
words ‘* for a hand cart, €s. 64."° be in-
sevted,

This was omitted through a printer’s error.
Amendment pot and passed.

Mr, GRIFFITHS: I shall later move ap
amendment to this effect: ¢'That after
‘] neumatic’ wherever it appears in the
schedule the words ‘or other approved
tyres’ be inserted.’’

The MINISTER FOR WOREKS: I shall
be prepared to accept some amendment that
will meet the position and provide for the
uge of the new cushion tyre, which is some-
thing between the pneumatic and the solid
tyre. However, I do not think the sug-
gested amendment will meet the position.
I prefer the amendment forecasted on the
Notice Paper by the member for Swan {Mr.
Sampson). The schedule provides a penally
of 20 per cent. for solid fyres, and of 40
per ecnt. for metal tyres. I should be dis-
posed to aceept an amendment providing
that the penalty on the new cushion tyre be
10 rer eent.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: These new cushion
tyres are guaranteed to have the same re-
siliency as pnenmatic tyres. Moreover, they
are Australian made, and so we ought to
encourage them. I think a penalty of 10
per cenf. on them a little heavy.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: In addi-

" tion to the 3d. per gallon it is proposed to
charge on petrol, we propose to inerease the
license fee and make it higher than it is in
any of the other States.

The Minister for Works: Nothing of the
kind. T have been accused of letting down
cars too lightly. .

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Who said
that?

The Minister for Works: The people in
the business.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: A Dedge
ear will have to pay £8 and petrol tax as
well. Tn South Awustralia a Dodge car pays
£4, in Victoria £4 4s,, in New South Wales
£4, and in Queensland £4 8s.

The Minister for Lands: Vietoria has just
raised its rates.

Mr. Clvdesdale: Inm Vietoria and New
South Wales they have 10 cars to our one.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The car
the hon. member uses does not do £8 worth
of damage to the roads.

Mr, Clydesdale: Tt does £16 worth of
damage.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Then
why does not the hon. member send along
his eheque for £16%
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Mr. Clydesdale: Inerease the rates and
everyone will then be paying what they are
willing to pay, and if they get good roads
they will save the money in repairs.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I move
an amendment—

That the fee of £5 for cars exceeding
30 P.Ir, but not exceeding 35 PV, be
reduced to £4.

The MINISTER FOR WORES: 1 am
surprised that the hon. member should be
taking cxception to these fees. The select
committee agreed on the figures, 1 have had
at least a dozen deputations from owners of
motor ears urging the construction of good
roads, and on every occasion the speakers
have impressed upon me the fact that they
@¢id not mind paying additional fees pro-
vided the money was spent on the roads.
All traffic fees will go towards the making
of roads. 1 have been told also that the
increases on the lighter ears are not what
should have been asked and could have been
obtained. In Great Britain a Ford pays a
tax of £23. Here we propose to charge £5;
a Buick ear (1920 model) pays £30, here
we ask £8. Tt canmnot be argued that the
feea get out in the schedule are too high.
When deputations have waited npon me,
almost every speaker has said that no ob-
jection would be raised to paying hicher
fees 8o long as they knmew that the money
would be spent on road construction. Unless
more money is available, the roads cannot
te improved.

Hon, Sir James Mitchell:
the petrol tax in addition.

The MINISTER FOR WORES: Every
man who can afford to run a motor car, can
afford to pay £5 or £6 a year for hig license
and, according to his mileage, pay petrol
tax as well.

Mr. SAMPSON: T was a member of the
select committee that dealt with the Bill,
and I candidly admit that insufficient atten-
tion was given to ihe licemse fees to be
charged to owners of light cars. Many peo-
ple use their cars only at week ends, when
they go away te Mandurah or some other
resort.

The Premier: It is worth £5 a year to be
able to do that.

Mr. SAMPSON: I do not dispute it. Re-
ference has been made to the DNodae car,
the type that is used largely by the Govern-
ment. The increase in the fee for that ear
is from £5 to £8. That is a considerahle
inercase, particularly in view of the fact
that we are assored by the Minister that the
Main Roeads Bill has not been abandoned.
The Chevrolet ia another popular light car,
the license fee for which has been inereased
from £4 to £6. The same thing applies to
the Qakland car. Reference has been made
to fees charged in the 0)d Country, but a
better criterion will he found in the fees
charged in the Eastern States. In Victoria

There will be
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the annual 1egistration fee tor light cars is
igur guineus.

Tie Jdiivister for Lands: 1 DBih
pussed list week increasing the Lees.

AMr. SAMPSON: In South Australia the
annual fee is £4 for a Dodge. Even when
our rowls ure ujr tu a roasouable standard,
they vill he mueh interior to the roads in
Sorth Australia. In New Bouth Wales the
fee iy £4 o year, and in Quecnsland £4 8s.

1'he Premier: Those figures are out of
date.

Mr, SAMPSON: N, they are not. Prior
to the irtrodwction of the Bill our fees for
those light curs was £75, and the inerease to
£8 is a heavy one. There is still the petrol
tax to be taken into consideration, and 1
agree that that should he imposed. The as-
sertion has bheen made that the wman who ean
afford to pay £300 or £400 for a car is well
able to pav an inercased license fee. Tt
must be remembered that it is possible to
huy a reasonaldy good car for £150. Suoeh
a ear is good enough for ordinary purposes.
The doy is past when the motor car may be
regarded as the exclusive property of the
employing class. There are hundreds of em-
ployves who have their own cars, and on
their behalf we should pive somne eonsidera-
tion to this matter.

Mr. MARSHAULL: T am inelined to sup-
port the amendment. Tn centres far re-
maved from Porth, people do not own motor
cars for joy riding purposes, hut in order
to pet over their runs rapidly for the in-
speetion of fences and mills, Sueh peeple
will not use the roads at all. Many of those
cancerned in the north are returned soldiers
who have heen on. iha land for u few vears
onlv and are not yef in o position to shael-
der any inereased burden hy way of ad-
ditional taxation. Where people own their
ears as luxuries they should pay for the
privilege of owning their cars, but when they
are owned for wutilitarian purposes, and for
acsietine the development of the wealth of
the State, they should not be unduly taxed.
The Minister hag been inflnenced by the
dmnage done to roads in the metropolitan
aren, and has perhaps not taken into con-
sideration thase who are not using the roads
in the mter distriets,

AMr. BROWXN: The increase in the fee is
rother hich, partienlarly in connection with
the light cars. They do rot ent vp the roads
to anv extent. The mator ear is a necessity
for the man on the land, for it means a
savine of a lot of time in 2 year. An in-
erease tfrom £5 to £2 is rather hich,

The Minister for Works: No sueh increase
is snogested.

Hon. &ir James Mitehell:
weieht of a Dodee enr?

The Minister for Warks: T do not know,
het there is no inerease from £5 tn £8.

Alr. Sampson: The inereased seale goes
ta £8, :

Mr. BROWN:
Dodee ear is €5,

was

What iv the

The preszent fer for a
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The Mipister tor Works: A car that now
pays L9 will in future pay £7,

Alre BROWXN: It a Dodyge car is uader
43 puwer weiglhts, the Minister is correet,
but I am told it is mare, I have no obh-
jeetion to an increase of £2, but £3 is too
miteh,

Mr. LINDSAY: I think the member for
Zwan is alluding to o new car of 46 power
weights just put on the market. Under the
old rate of 40 1o 45 power weights it paid
£3, but for 45 to 30 pewer weights it paid
£6. 1 do not consider the increase too
great, and I have not vet heard of a car-
owner who objects to the increase. Motor-
ists recognise that to get hetter roads they
must pay for them, The amendment ieals
with only ane particular car, The Ford car
will bear the smallest increase of any,

Mr. SAMPSON: I do not know why the
memler for Toodyay persists in saying that
the fee under this Bill will be £7. Tt will
be £8 for 2 new model Dodge. Whether it
is £5 or £4 at present I do pot know, but
it will unguestionably be £B under the Bill.
Will the Minister give an assurance that the
rate will be not more than #£7 under this
measure !

The Alinister for Works: You have the
weights before you. If the charge will be
£8, it is £6 at present, and if the charge
will be €7, it is £5 at present.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We van.
not possibly make bundreds of miles of per-
feet road. Tn England they have a very
small eonntry and a great many peogle and
wonderful road coustrvetion materizl, and
so they ean provide perfeet roads,
Tmagine making the roads from Perth to
Albany, te Bunbury and to Toodyay! We
wonld not get them even resconably goad in
the next 15 years. Not only will a higher
rate be paid under the licensing clause, hat
motars will have to pay the petrol tax in
nddition,

AMr. MARSHALL: I wish to make my
position clear. I do not mind the increase
on cars used for luxury or convenience, but
there are motor eard in my distriet used for
developing the industries of the State.

Ion. Sir James Mitehell: Everybody ab-
jects to paying wmore.

Mr, MARSITALL:: There are hundreds of
people who nse cars only to come to Perth
for enjoyment, Such people should pay;
they are able to pay. But there are other
people who nse motor cars in lieu of horses;
they uge them on their little runs to de-
velop our industries, and the Minister does
not take them into consideration. HHe puts
all motor cars on the same footing. I ob-
ject to that. The Minister does grant a
roneession where earts are used to develop
“urming and pastoral lands, but he does
nnt provide a concession where motor cars
are used in lien of horsea alse tn develnp
primary indnstries. T am not going to vofe
for the sehedule nnless some consideration is
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given to these people. This is got up merely
for metropolitan purposes. The roads in
my district do not cost as much te maintain
as do city roads, but we are to be eharged
the same proportions as in the metropolitan
area, We should be taxed in proportion to
the amount it costs to maintain our roads.
Burdens of this kind should not be imposed
npon the people in the back country who
pever use main roands. One man is to live
in luznry in the eity and use his ear for
purposes of enjoyment, while the other man
who usea his ear to build up an industry is
to pav the same tax, The citv man shonld
pay the tax, and the other should be relieved.

Amendment put and negatived,

Mr. SAMPSON: I move an amendment—

That in the line *'85 p.w. to 40 pw.,”’
the figure ‘67" be struck out and ‘5"
ingerted in lieu,

Amendment put and a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. e .. 15
Noes .- e .. ..o21
Majority against .. 6
AYES.
Mr. Barpard Sir James Mitchell
Mr. Brawn Mr. North
Mr. Daey Mr, Sampson
Mr. Dented Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Griffiths Mr, Teerdale
Me. E. B. Johneton Mr. Thomson
Mr. Mann Mr. Richardson
Mr. Marshall (Telier.}
Nors
Mr. Angwin Mr. McCallum
Mr. Chessan Mr, Milllngtan
Mr. Clydesdale Mr. Munste
Mr. Coilier Mr. Panton
Mr. Corbay Mr. Sleeman
M7z, Cunningham Mr. Trey
Mr. Heran Mr. A, Wan brough
Mr. Hnlman Mr, Willeack
Mr. W. D. Johnson Mr. Withers
Mr. Kennedy Mr., Wllsnn
Mr. Lamond { Tetler.)
Patr,
AYES, NoEs.
Mr. Angelo Mr. Lamber

Amendment thus negatived.

Mr, SAMPSON: The schedule gives con-
sideration to those who are using vehicles
for the carrying of poods and materials to
and from the owner’s farm, and also to
those hona fide prospeetors or sandalwood
carters who vse vehieles, and who mav doso
at a special rate. Thia is the age of motor
traction, and farmers are using motor lor-
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ries to convey their produce to market. T
move an amendment—

That the fellowing provise be inserted
after the scale of fers for motor or steam
wagons, ‘*Provided that if it is proved
to the salisfaction of the licensing au-
thority that the license is required for a
motor or steam wagon that is used ez-
clusively by a farmer or settler or wool
grower in carrying goods and materials
to and from his own farm ihe fee shall
be at the rate of one-fourth the pre-
seribed rates.

Mr., J. H. SMITH: T agree with the
amendmert, although 1 notie~ it does not
apply to a man that may be carting his own
produce or cven a few aleepers. Under the
existing Aect the local authority endeavours
to infliet the heavy trafie fees upon a man
once he puts his produets on the cart, The
local authority should not be permitted to
do that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
amendment, if agreed to, will affect more of
my constituents than of the constituents of
any other member; yot I have never had
from any of my constituents a request for
the proposed eoneession., By the use of
motor lorries, the sritiers make eight or
nine trips as against the one or two they
made with horse-drawn vehicles. So they
get far more use ocut of the roads. T ses
no reason why they should eseape with one-
fourth the prescribed rate for, unlike the
wheat growers, they are using the roads all
the year round. :

Hon. Sir James Mitehell:
the tractors on the farm?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: They
are exempt altogether. By the use of motor
traction the settlers at Jandakot, Coogee
and Spearwood in my electorate, are now

What about

- getting up to every market, as against the

two trips a week they were able to make in
the days of horse-drawn vehicles.

Mr. SAMPSON: T make an appeal to
the Minister on behalf of the small grower
who has a strenuous life and is usually in
financial difficulties. If we can help such a
man, we will not go beyond what the Min-
ister would do himself in private life.

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes .. . ..o 14
Noes . . 23
Majority against g
AYES.
Mr. Baroard Sir James Mitchnll
Mr. Broewn { Mr. North
Mr. Davy My, Eampson
Mr. Denton j Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Griffithe Mr. Teesdale
Mr. E. B. Johnston Mr. Thomson
Mr. Mann Mr. Richardson

{Teller)
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Noxs.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Maishall
Mr. Chessop Mr. McCallum
Mr. Clydesdale Mre. Millingten
Mr, Colller AMr, Munsic
Mr. Corboy Mr. Panton
Mr. Cunningham Mr. Sleemman
Mr. Heron Mr. Troy
Mr. Holman Mr. A, Wnan hrough
Mr. Hughes Mr, Willeock
Mr. W. D. Johnson Mr. Withers
Mr. Kennedy Mr. Wilson
Mr. Lameond (Teller.)
Piis,

AYEQ. Noes.
Mr. Angelo Mr. Lambert
Amendment thus negatived.
Mr, SAMPSON: I move an amend-

ment—

That the following paragraph be added
to the schedules: ‘AN motor wvehicles
und all wagons or engines using approved
cushion tlyres (neither golid nor pnew
matic) to be charged an additional &
per cent.”’

I do not know that cushion tyres are any
less resilient than poeumatic tyres. I re-
fer to those of the type of the Lambert
‘¢ Troubleproof.’’

The Minister for Works: Tf you make it
10 per cent., I will accept it and save time
in discussion.

Mr. SAMPSON: I have had years of
experience with {yres.

Mr. Chesson: You are very tiring to-

. mightl|

Mr, SAMPSON: I am glad the hon.
member is awake at last. If the Min-
ister will not accept 9 per cent, which 1
think ia a fair charge, I will agree to the
inclusion of 10 per cent in my amendment.

Mr, GRIFFITHS: I am sorry the Min-
ister will not agree to 5 per cemt., becauge
thig is a tyre that may be termed the poor
man’s tyre. It is going to economise the ex-
pense of wear and tear. The inventors
guarantee 10,000 miles, and the same re-
giliency as has the pneumatic tyre, I made
a leng trip with these tyres and noticed
little difference. It is an Australian inven-
tion that ought to be enconraged.

Amendment (altered to 10 per cent.} put
and passed; the clause, as amended, agreed
to.
Clange 25—Tnsertion of Fifth Sehedule:

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This
schelule merely describes the metropolitan
area. There are peveral errors, however,
that must be corrected. I move an amend-
ment—

That in line 10, on page 12, the words
*‘part of the east boundary of Location
677, the north and east boundary of Lo-
cation 366'' be giruck out and the words
‘“thence through Location 677 to the
north-west corner of Location 3668 and
along its north and east boundaries’’ in-

‘with the
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serted in liew; that ‘" Ruislip-street’’ bs

struek ovut and ‘‘and along said side of

Ruistip-street’’ inserted in leu; and that

Location ‘42’ be substituied for Loca-

tion ‘<427

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clause 26—agreed to
New clause—Amendment of Section 10:
The MINISTER IFOR WORKS: I move—

That the following be inserted to stand
ag Clauss §5:— ‘Seciion 10 of the prin-
cipal Act is amended by inserting after
the word ‘any’ in Une & of the proviso
the word ‘ecart.’ '’

Section 10 exempts locomotive or traction
engines used solely for ploughing, reaping,
threshing and other agricultural purposes,
but does not exempt the eart, though it is not
the practice to collect fees on the cart.
This provision will make it clear that any
such cart not used on a rosd will be exempt.

Mr, Sampson: That will include motor
vehicles and others so loug as they are not
used on a road.

Mr. MARSHALL: I move—

That the proposed mnew clause be
amended by inserting after ‘“cart’’ ihe
words ''and other wehicles used solely on
a farm and not on any road or for any.””

This will make the amendment comprehen-
sive and there will be no queation that
vehicles, even though propelled by motor
power, are included. This is in keeping
attitude I have adopted right
through the consideration of this Bill

Amendment put and passed; the new
clause, a3 amended, agreed to.

New clause—Amendment of Seetion 5:
Mr, SAMPSON: I move—

That the following new clause be in-
serted:—*¢ Section 5 of the principal Act
i8 hereby amended by inserting after the
word 'det’ an the fAfth line of Sub-
gection 2 the following words:—'and the
magisirate may order thet in addition to
any penally imposed the license fee be
Pﬂid.’ LR

In the event of a vehicle being used without
a license and a fine being inflicted, the local
authority or the police are atill in the posi-
tion of having to go after that person who
has foiled to licemse his vehicle. If the
amcndment is agreed to, the magistrate may
order that in addition to any penalty being
imposed, the license fee shall be immedi-
ately paid.

New elause put and passed.
New eclause:
Mr. S8AMPSON: I move—

That a new clause be inseried as fol-
lows:—**Section 33 of the principal Act
9 hereby repealed.’’
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This section will not be needed. Locomo-
fivee and traction engines are included in
the second schedule under the definition of
vehicle, so that we are merely saying the
same thing twice.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It is not
saying the same thing, This provides that
when a motor tractor is on the road it must
stop to allow a man with a horse to get by.

Mr. SAMPSON: The clause we have
passed states that the driver of any vehicle
must stop until the horse-drawn vehiele has
pa-sed. In the second schedule of the Act
‘igehicle’ inelndes a motor cycle, motor
wapgon, trailer, locomotive, or traction en-
gine.

New clause put and negatived.

New clanse:

The MINISTER TFOR WORKS: I
move-—

That a new clause be inserted to stand
as Clause 11 as follows:—'* Section 27 of
the principal Act is hercby amended by
inserting ofter the word ‘vehicle’ wm
line 1 of Subsection 1, and line 2 of Sub-
gection & respectively, the words ‘or rid-
ing a horse or in charge of a horse or
other animal or drove of animals on a
road.’ *’

This is consequential,
New clanse put and passed.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I move
an amendment—

That the following paragraphs be added
to the new cladse:—

(%) By adding to sub-paragraph (i) of
poragraph (vit) of subsection (I) the fol-
lowing words:— ‘and prohibiting the use
of jinkers and whims on any road or por-
tion of a road either geuerally or during
certain moanths of the year.”’ ’

(6) Striie out sub-pnragraph (p} of
paragraph (i) of subsection (I) (imscrted
by the Aclt No. 16 of 1922), and ingert in
Licts theveof ;—

(4} Prokiliting the wuse of any speei-

fied road by any vehicle or veliicles, or

by persons riding, driving, or ir charge
of any animal.

(q9) Prohibiting the use of any speci-

fied road by any vehicle or vehicles, or

by persons riding, driving, or in charge
of any animal except when proceeding
in @ prescribed direction.

(r) For prescribing the routes to be
followed by all classes of traffie, or of
any particuler class or classes of traffic
or wvekicles, from one specifird point to
another, cither generally or betwren
any specified limes.

(s) For regulating the relative posi-
tion in the roadway of traffic of differ-
ent apeeds or tfypes.

(t) For prescribing the pleces where
vehicles or vehicles of any particular
class or deseriplion may mot turn g0 as
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to face in the opposite direction to that

in which they were proceeding, or where

they may only so furn under conditions
prescribed by the regulations.

(7) By omitting the words ‘‘each local
authority’’ in sub-paragraph (k) of pera-
graph (vii) of subsection (1) (inserted
by Act No. 16 of 1922), and inserting
“‘the Commissioner of Police’’ in place
thereof.

{8) By inserting in paragroph (i) of
subsection (1) a sub-paragraph, as fol-
fows:—

() Prohibit the driving on any road
of a vehicle laden with malerial pro-

Jjecting beyond the side of the vchicle.

Hon. Bir JAMES MITCHELL: hat is
the meaning of this provision prohibiting the
driving of a vchicle laden with material pro-
jecting beyond the sides of *the vehiele?

The MINISTER - FOR WORKS: It
merely gives power to control the traffic.
Only the otlier morning, when coming up
from Fremantle [ passad a big furniture van
with the farniture projecting several feet
beyond the sides of the van. Later, T met
a motor wapgon with huge cases over-
hanging along both sides.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: This legisla-
tion is mare strireert than that in England.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: This is
copied from the Fnglish Act. Tt is per-
fertly dangerous the way in which some of
these motor lorries are loaded.

New clause put and passed.
New Clause:

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
move—

That the following mew clause be in-
serted to stand as Clause 16:—15, Insur-
ance by owners of mofor omnibuses.—4A
‘- sec*ion 3 insoried in the principal det as
follows:—494. (1} The owner of any
motor omiibug shall insure himself, and
at all times keep himself tnsured during
the currency of the license thercfor, with
en inewrarce compary doing business
within the State and approved by the Min-
ister, againgt all gsums for which he may
become liable Yy way of damages in re-
spect of such motor omnibus in case of in-
jury to persons. (£) The minimum aggre-
gate amount of insurance aguinst such
lability in respect of every motor omnibus
shall be £3,000 (three thousand) during
the currency of the license therefor: Pro-
vided that where more than five motor om-

- nibuses are owned by one owner the mini-
mum aggregate amount of inswrance in
respeet of all such motor omnibuses shail
be fiftaen ihousand pounds, during tke
curretiey of the license therefor. (3) Be-
fare or on the granting or the renewal of
any license for a motor omnibus in accord-
ance with this Aet, and forthwith after
any further insurance is effected during
the currency of the license, the owner of
the motor omnibus ghall deposit with the
Minister a policy of tingurance together
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with a receipt for all premiuwms payable
thereon during the currency of the license.
(4) If the owner of a motor omnibus ne:
glects to effect an ingnrance in accordance
with this section, or fuils to deposit with
the Minister the policy of insurance and
the receipt for the premium, the Minister
may, by notice served on such owner and
published in the Garette, suspend any li-
cense under this Aet held by suchk owner
until the requirements of this section are
complicd with by him; ¢nd during such
period of suspension the license shall be
of no effect, and the person whose license
i3 suspended sha’l, Quring the period of
sugpengion, be disqualified from obtaining
a livense,

This provision is copied from the English
and Vietorian laws. Some of these omni-
bus men are men of straw, from whom no-
body eonld recover. It is only right that the
public should be protected.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: When
the Minister has finished dealing with these
bus proprietors there wiil be nothing left
for them, This proposed new clause 14
taken from the English Aet; but motor
buses in England carry very many Imore
passengers than can be carried by the bu_ses
we have in Perth. The Minister is trying
to make it impossible for those men to run
their buses at all. Under the new clause
the Minister is to approve of the insurance
companies with which ihese motor bus men
are to insure, The idea is, that if we get
State insurance, the Minister will say ‘*This
is the office for you to insure in.’' Tn_this
Bill, as in a number of other Bills, the Min-
ister ia to be all-powerful. It is perfectly
futile to say any more about this matter,
heecanse we ean make no alterations, Why
is there any necessity for the approval of
the Minister being obtained? .

The Premier: That is the nsual wording
adopted by the Parliamentary Draftsman.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: No, it
is not.

The Premier: Tt appears in nearly every
Bill you introdueced.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: No. Why
should a private person who is conducting
his own business have 1o go to a Minister?
Tt is not right. L.

Mr., SAMPSON: There is a proviso n
the proposed new eclanse that states that
where a man has morg than five buses he
ghall have them insured for not less thag
£15,000 during the period set out. 1 do not
know why that provision should be inelnded.
If £3,000 ig essential for the ingurance of
one car, and if a man has more than five
carg, that amount will not cover them.

The Minister for Works: He woild be
a very uplucky individual if anything hap-
pened to more than three of his buses at one
time,

Mr. SAMPSON: He eonld have five of
his cars in that position and the whole of
his insurance amount might be swallowed
up. On the other hand, the provieion of the
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amount may mean the payment of unneces-
sary money and cause a hardship to bus
proprietors who are heing hit hip and thigh
at the moment. I realise, however, that it
is hopeless to endeavour to alter the clause.
It should be redrafted.

New clause put and passed.
Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments and the
report adopted.

BILLS (2)—RETURNED,
1, Industrial Arbitration Act Amendment.
‘With amendments.
2, Loan (£3,645,000).
Without amendment.

BILL—FAIR RENTS.
In Commitiee.

Resumed from the 9th December; Mr.
Panton in the Chair; the Minister for Jus-
tice in charge of the Bill,

(lausc 3-—Application of Aet (partly con-
gidered) :

Mr. E, B. JOHNSTON: I move an amend-
ment—
That in line £ of Subclauge I the words
‘“hefore or’’ be struck out,

I wish to ensure that the mecasure shall
apply to leases made only after the passing
of the measure. Hver since I have been in
this House we have set our faces against
retrospective legislation, and I do not know
of any occasion on which the Premier has
failed to dencunce anything in the nature of
retrospective legislation. People have en-
tered into leases and properties have
changed hands on the seeurity of leases,
and while I agree with the desire of the
Governmient to centrel rents, we should
not make it possible to set aside agree-
ments entered into between two contract-
ing parties.

Mr. Hughes: Is not this in the interests
of public policy?

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I do not know
that it is in the interests of public policy fo
encourage citizens to repndiate agreements.

Mr. HUGHES: The House of Commona
indulged in retrospective legisation.

The Premier: And the House of TLords,
too.

Mr. HUGHES: Yes.

The Premier: To object to it here sav-
ours of disloyalty.

Mr. HUGHES: In 1915 the British Par-
liament passed the original Rent Restrie-
tion Act, which was to expire six months
after the termination of the war.

My, Mann: Tt was just a war measure.

Mr. HUGHES: 8ix months after its ex-
piration it was found that rents had becn
raigsed to such an cxtent that the legislation
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wag re-enacted and made retrospeetive for
the six wmonths.

Mr. DANY: [ approve of tie amendment.
I do not know where the member for East
Perth obtained his intormation.

Mr. Hughes: It is in a book entitied
‘“The Housing Preblem.'’ )

Mr, DAVY: I bave reterred to the
Britigh statutes, and have not found that
any such thing happened., Still, we are not
bound to follow the example of any other
Parliament. LIt is wrong to puss legislation
that would permit people to get out of
agreements intoc which they have entered,
Later on I hope to objeet to another Bill
brought down by a member on my side of
the House proposing retrospeetive legisla-
tion.

Mr, MARSHALL: The member for West
Perth said we need not lollow the example
of any other Parliament, aud yet when he
was speaking on this Bill, Lhe quoted New
South Wales, and said we should follow that
State.

¥Mr. Davy: [ did net.

Ar. MARSHALL: If it is wrong in oue
instance, it is wrong in the other., 1 have
a recollection of a National Government
having compensated seabs on the Fremantle
wharf three or four yeara after the cvent,
and that involved many thousands of pounds
of the taxpayers’ money.

Mr. Richardson: That is anly a matter of
opinion.

Mr. MARSHALL: I cannot understand
the member for West Perth wishing to de-
fend landlorda who charge extortionate
vates, The people who are suffering from
stel extortion deserve some relief.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: A
grave injnstice has been done to many peo-
ple leasing premises in the city and renting
houges in the suburbs, and we are merely
providing that a lease which is inequitable,
and which the lessee has been forced to
accept, will not be permitted to confinue in
future.

Mr. Davy: But the wicked landlord
would prefer to have ail hia t{enants on a
weekly basis. A Jease is alwaya in favour
of a tenant,

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: There
are two parties to a leage, and unless it was
advhntagcous to both of them they would
not enter into the agreement.

Mr. Davy: Now you propose to smash an
agreement that you say is advantageous to
hoth.

The MINTSTER FOR JUSTICE: A
lease 18 advantageous to the extent that it
gives continuity of occupation of premises,
bt to secure that advantage the lessee hag
perhaps had to submit to heing robbed.

f1g o'clock midnight.)
Mr. Mann: Tf a man porchased a pro-

perty anid leaced it and the lease was still
in existence, what would you do?
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The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Any-
one who is muflering from an injuatice will
receive justice.

Mr., Davy: You propose to tramsier
the uniairness to another?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: If a
lease that is uafair to the lessee has been
entered into the lessee can have his wrongs
righted.

Mr, Mann: You will wrong one man to
assist another,

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
people who are being wronged are those
who have to pay these unfair rents,

Mr, Mann: While it does not matter about
the man who hag purchased the property.

Mr. Davy: He has the impudence to own
something!

The MINTSTER FOR JUSTICE: If a
man has been paying an extortiomate rent,
the mere fact of the property changing
ownership is no reason why the tenant
should not receive justice. I c¢an imagine
the case when a landlord, wishing te con-
tinue his extortionate demands, might
request his tenant to pay him a premium
of £500 to save his lease being terminated.

Mr. MANN: T know of the case of a man
who came from the country and invested all
his money in city property, accepting the
values as they existed at the time. The
property was bringing in a certain rental,
This man will be victimised under the Bill,
because he bought the property when rents
were at a certain figure. This man had dis-
posed of his farm, and invested in property
in this way.

Mr. Hughes: That is no good for the
State.

Mr. Thomson: Why should a man be com-
pelled to live in the country all his life?

The Minister for Justice: He will receive
a fair return under this Bill

Mr. MANN: Not if the reat is now £3
a week and it is subsequently ecut down to
30s. a wesk,

The Minister for Justice: It will be re-
dueed to a return of eight per cent. on the
capital plrs all other expenses.

Mr. MANN: The tenant will have an
advantage over the man who has purchased
the property.

The Minister for Justice: You are sghift-
ing ground now. If the rent is fair, the
landlord will continue to receive that rent.

Mr, MANN: It was fair at the time.
Tinfortunately the Minister has no regard
for such a man,

The Minister for Justice: Yes, T have. He
will get a fajr return on his capital.

Mr. MANN: I am sure no argument of
mine will infleence the Minister.

Mr. HUGHES: If the rent roll has been
salted and rents have been jumped up, as
was the case with Baird’s Arcade, a speeu-
lator may bny a preperty and charge such
rents that would he very harmful to the
people who oecupy the premises, Onme
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woman, who was a tenant in Baird’s Ar-
cade, was s0 worried by the landlord’s de-
mand for increased rent that her health
broke down and she ultimately lost her
life’s savings.

Mr. Mann: She is still there.

Mr. HUGHES: The effort of trying to
meet the landlord’s extortionate demands
caused her health to break down for several
months. The milliner opposite was ruined
ag the result of the landlord’s exiortiom.

Mr. Mann: There are no vacant shops
there.

Mr, HUGHES: The hon. member does not
protest against the ruining of those women
by the landlord. As for farmers selling out
and coming to Perth to speculate in eity pro-
perty, we canmot prevent it, We cannot
legislate for isolated cases. There is not
much eity property that is not returning
from 12 per cent. to 15 per cent.

Mr., Mann: All the tenants of Emanuel
Buildings are paying rent that is realising
less than 6 per cent.

Mr. HUGHES: Then the
affect them.

Mr, DAVY: Our objection to these two
words in the clause ia that they are going
to break up contracts legally and properly
made. It is not suggested that where a
lessor is letting his property for very much
less than 8 per cent., he shall be able to
break his contract. That seems to be ua-
just; for what is good in the one instance
should he good in the other. Landlord and
tenant have entered into an acreement and
I can gee no reason why we should diserim-
inate between them. Much sympathy is ex-
pressed for the poor defenceless tenant. As
a matter of fact, many tenants in the city
could buy and sell their landlords.

My, CHESSON: I know of an instance
in Perth where a2 persor had a small busi-
ness that she worked up and she was doing
very well. The landlord came along and
ascertrined that she had worked vp a good
connection. Her rent at that time was £4
13s. a weck. The landlord inereased it to
£8 15s. The result was that the person was
forced out of her business after doing well
for about 12 months.

Mr. Mann: What class of business was
that?

Mr. CHESSON: Tt was a café, and you
know of it, too.
Mr. Mann:

pretty well.

Mr. CHESSON: Because the person was
well-known on the goldfields, residents from
these districts used to patronise the ecafé,
with the result that the husiness inereased.
Ag soon as the landlerd found oui that she
was doing well, the rent was doubled. Greeks
Are now in possession of the premises which
are gitnated in Hay-street. [f that is not gn
instance of extortion, I do not know what it
is.

Bill will not

She muat have been doing

[ASSEMELY.]

Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result:—

Ayss . . oo 14
Noes S .. L2
Majority against .7
AYEs.
Mr. Barnard I Mr. North
Mr. Brown , Mr. Sampson
Mr. Davy Mre. J. H. Bmith
Mr, Denton Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Grifths Mr. Themson
Mr. E, B. Johnsion Mr, Richardson
Mr. Mann (Telier.}
8ir Jamea Mitchell
NoEs.
Mr. Apgwin Mr. Marshall
Mr. Chesson Mr. McCallum
Mr. Miydesdals Mr, Millington
Mr. Collier Mr. Munsle
Mr. Corboy Mr, Sleeman
Mr. Cunningbam Mr. Troy
Mr, Holmsn Mr. A. Wansbrough
Mr. Hughesl Mr. Willcock
Mr. Kennedy Mr. Withers
Mr. Lamond Mr, Wilson
Mr. Lutey (Tcller v
Pair,
AYEB. NoEa.
Mr. Angelo ] Mr. Lambert

Amendment thus nepgatived.

Mr. DAVY: I move an amendmeni—

That the following words be added to
Subclause I:—‘*For any term not ez-
ceeding three years af a sum not exceed-
ing £156 @ year, or a proporinonate sum
Yor g lesser period, or which at any time
during a period of siz months before the
passing of this Act has been let at a rent
not  exceeding the  abovementioned
amount,’’

I gave my reasons for the amendment the
other night and the Minister would be wise
if he accepted it.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I do
not know why the amendment has been
moved inzsmuch as there is no hope of the
Government accepting it. More than half
the argument advanced in favour of the Bill
during the second reading debate coneerned
premises the reots of which were consider-
ably in excess of £15f a year.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: I thought you
wanted to protect the working manf{

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: We
want fo protect everyone, If there is one
section of the community in favour of the
Bill it is the shopkeeperz and business peo-
ple of Perth and Fremantle. In the circom-
stances I do not think the Committee will
ageept the amendment, which would take
away from those people who have to pay ex-
tortionate rents the benefits of the clause.
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Hon. Sir JAMER MITCHELL: We know
now that this is merely put up because cer-
tain premises in the busizess parts of Perth
and Fremantle are the real concern of the
Government and not the working man’s cot-
tage.

The Minister for Justice: The amend-
ment does not deal with cottages.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: As soon
as the building trade atops, and stop it will
before long, the Minister will ses what rents
will go to.

Amendment put end negatived.
Mr. DAVY: I move an amendment—

That the following proviso be added
to Subelause 1:—*'* Provided that nothing
herein contained shall apply to buildings
or parts of buildings ordinarily leased for
summer residences.’’

Mr, NORTH: I support the amendment.
It will apply largely to my distriet.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: This
matter was partly discussed when the Bill
was previously before us, and I agreed to
aceept the amendment,

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clause &—Jurisdiction of local courts:
My, MANN: I move an amendment—

That the words ‘‘provided thal there
shall be no appeal from the decision of
a local court under this Act except by
teave of the Supreme Court or & judge’’
be struck out.

Although provision is made that these eages
ghall be beard in the Local Court, an appeal
must he made to the Supreme Court after
applying for leave to appeal. Parties
ehoold be able to appeal to the Loeal Court
withont being put to the extreme cost in-
curred in going to the Supreme Court. Why
put people to that extra cost and difficulty?
I should like an explanation from the Min-
ister.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: In
most parts of the world where fair rents
legislation is operating, there is no appesl
from the lower court and it was thought
a similar condition should apply here. 1
considered, however, that as we were deal-
ing with comparatively large premises, we
ghould provide for an appeal. We do
not want every case to go to appeal, and
we do not want frivolous appeals to be
taken for small amounts. If a man can
make out a case for appeal before a judge
in chambers, he should be allowed to go to
appeal, but in ordinary eircumstances there
should be no appeal.

Mr. Mann: Why not?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: We
have enlarged the ordinary fair rents pro-
visions by allowing am appeal to the judge
of the Supreme Court after leave hns been
obtained.
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Mr. SLEEMAN: [ consider there should
be no appeal at all. This measure is in-
tended to deal more with the poorer elass
of people than with business men.

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: No, the Minis-
ter has admitted it is net.

Mr, SLEEMAN: But the wain argument
geems to have centred around business men.
The poor men should not be put to the
expense that appeals would entail.

Mr. Mann: It will cost a poor man more
under this provision to defend an appeal.

Mr. DAVY: The machinery proposed will
make it more expensive to prosecute an
appeal.

The Minister for Justice:
digcourage appeals.

Mr. DAVY: All that will happen will be
that a man will lodge his notice of appeal
and his application for leave, The appli-
cation for leave will be heard first and,
when the leave is granted, the appeal will
he heard, and so extra expense will be in-
volved. There should be an appeal. If the
seope of the Bill were confined, at it would
have been if my amendment had been car-
ried, I would have favoured no appeal at
all. When a gmall matter is in question it
can be dealt with at once, but if it isa a
matter of a renial of £50 a week, both the
payor and the payee should be able to get
a sound opinion and have all errors recti-
fied.

Mr, HUGHES: I am opposed to any
appeal. It is a 9qucstion of bricks and
mortar and current prices. There will be no
law involved. It can be assumed that the
loeal court magistrate will be unbiassed in
his judgment and that there will be no
ground for an appeal. I move an amend-
ment on the amendment—

That the words ‘‘except by leave of the

Supreme Court or a judge’’ be struck out.

If there is going to be an appeal, it should
be an ordinary appeal and mot one ‘‘by
leave.’’

Mr. DAVY: We could strike out the
words ‘‘except by leave of the Supreme
Court or a judge’’ and insert ‘‘where the
fatr rent awarded was less than £156 per
annum.’’

The Minister for Justice: I would have
no objection to that.

Mr. Mann: I will aceept that.

Mr. Hughes: T would not accept £156.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We are
not concerned about the people who pay
high rents for their houses. This type of
legislation will not benefit anyone and will
do a lot of harm. I am more partieularly
concerned about the cottage type of dwel-
ling, If we provide that the loeal court
will decide in the case of a man who pays
a small rent, that will cover the ecottage
rents.

Mr, MANN: I agk leave to withdraw my
amendment.

Amendment by leave withdrawn.

Mr. HUGHES: There are others besides
the houscholder to be considered. If we

We want to
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limit the right of appeal to those who pay
£5 per week, it will protect the small busi-
ness man. Large premises are not let for
£5 weekly. If the right of apjenl be given
in all cases where the rent is over £260, it
will be satisiactory to all concerned. I hope
the Minister will not agree to making the
amount £156.

Amendment (to strike out ‘‘except by
leave of the Supreme Court or a judge’’)
put and passed.

AMr, DAVY: I move an amendment—

That the words ‘*FPhere the rent
awarded is more than £156 per annuym’’
be inserted.
That will mean that there shall be no
ajpeal in small matters. 1 sec mo reason
why the tenant of a shop, paying £3, who
thinks he hos been awarded too much, should
not go to the court to have the error recti-
fied.

Mr. HUGHES: I move an amendment on
the amendment—

That the figurcs *£156°" be struck out
with a view to inserting ‘‘£260."’

The rental of £8 weekly is the rental of but
a very small shop. If we give the right
of appeal to tenants paying over £5 per
week it will be equitable.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I am against any ap-
peal at all. I know widows paying more
than £3 weekly for small businesa premises.
I do not think such people should be dragged
through an appeal court.

Amendment on amendment {to strike out
£156) put and a division taken with the fol-
lowing result:—

Ayes 19
Noes 13
Majority for 6
AYES.
Mr. Angwin Mr. MeCallum
Mr. Chesson Mr. Millington
Mr. Corboy Mr. Muasie
Mr. Cunnpingham Mr, Bleeman
Mr. Holman Mr. Troy
Mr. Hughes Mr. A. Wansbrough
Mr. Kennedy Mr. Willcock
Mr. Lamond Mr. Withera
Mr. Lutey Mr, Wilson
Mr. Marshall (Teller.)
NoEes.

Mr. Barpard { Mr. North
Mr. Brown i Mr. Sampson
Mr. Davy " Mr. J, H, Smith
Mr, Denton 1 Mr. Teesdale
Mi. Griffithe i Mr. Thomson
Mr. Mann i Mr. Richard=on
Str James Mitchell | (Teller.)

Amendment on amendment thus passed.

[ASSEMBLY,]

1 o’cloek, a.m.
Mr. HUGHES: T move—

That in licu of the amount struck oul,
CAELEN'? be inseited in the umendment.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I wonld
lite to know what attitude t.e Minister pro-
poses to adopt on this matter. Does he
agree to the amendment heing £2607

The Miniater for Justice: Yes,

Mr. Mann: Of cours:, he does!

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Then we
know where we stand! The Minister said
he would accept the amendinent moved by
the member for West Perth.

The Minister for Justice: T said that I
would aceept the principle.

Hon, 8Bir JAMES MITCHELL: You said
you would agree to the amendment,

Mr. Mann: And then you voted ugaiust
it,

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: 1 ac
cepted the principle, Lut did not agree to
the uendment. We do not want these com-
paratively small amounts to be subject to
appeal.

Homn.
hombug!

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE Then
why did you divide the Committee on it?

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: We will divide
the Committee a3 much as we like,

Mr. Mann: You interjeetrd in opposition
to the memhber for East Perth when he was
speaking.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: I dil
nothing of the kind. T accepted the amend-
ment by the member for East Perth,

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The Min-
ister agreed to accept the amendment hy
the member for West Perth, and said that
it did not interfere with the principle un-
derlying the Bill. Now we know where he
stands.

Mr. BHughes: A Dbetter supgestion was
made, and the Minister supported it.

Mr. Mann: He interjected in opposition to

Sir James Mitehell: That is all

it.
Mr. Hughes: He did not.

Hon, Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Now it
is agreed that the workman is not to have
the same opportunity as the rest of the peo-
le.

The Minister for Justice: This will anoly
to all shopkeepers paying less than £5 a
week.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELT.: I go
about among the shops, and this has never
been mentioned to me,

Mr. Hughes: Of course not. They know
it would be hopeless for them to do so.

Hon. 8ir JAMES MITCHELL: No, they
don’t. On the other hand they know the
hon. member cannot be fair in any eircum-
gtances. .

Mr. Marshall: Ts the Leader of the Opneo-
gition in order in his references to the Min-
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ister for Justice and the member for East
Perth?

The CHAIRAMAN: No, the Leader of the
Opposition is not in order.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The main
object of the Bill ia to deal with shop rents.

The Minister for Justice: You will con-
tinue saying that so often that you will
helieve it soon,

The CHAIRMAN: Order! Let us stick
to the ameundment before the Chair.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCUELL: The ob-
ject of the Minister is to stick closely to the
Bill.

The Minister for Justice: Tf 1 try to
meet your wishes, you quarrel with my atti-
tude! What do you want? We will stick
to the Rill ir that is what you desire.

Hou. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The Min-
ister has refrsed tn accept £156, and we
mnat insert some words to complete the
elnrse.,

Amendment on  amendmen: put and
passed; amendment as amended put and
passed; the elanse, as amended, apreed to.

Clause 5—Anpplications to detormine rent:

Mr. DAVY: Why provide that an appli-
cation to have the fair rent of a building
determined may be made, against others, by
‘“any lessor thereof’’? 'There will be no
earthly gain by permitting a lessor to go
to the eourt.

Mr. Mann: The Minister admitted that.

Mr. DAVY: If the Minister thinks that
ig s0, let him be honest about the Bill aund
represent the true position,

Mr. Hoghes: The lessor might be in doubt.

Mr. DAVY: 1 understand the Minister
admits it is useless for the lessor to go to
court undler any circumsiances. Unless the
Minister can show some gain by the lessor
going to the court, let us not pretend that
the lessor has anv richts in that direction.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Tf a
horse just built was lot and there was an
arpument as to what the lessor shonld
erarge, he conld po to the eourt and ascer-
tain what the rent shonld be.

Mr. Mann: He need not lct it unless he
apreers fo the rent. This is to affect leases.

The MINTSTER FOR JUSTICE: Tt is
to nffert ™enklv tenancies. which are leases.

Mr. HUGHFS: Tf the Iessor had not the
richt to 7o to the court there wonld prob-
ablc have been an ontery from the Omnnosi-
tion. Tf the lesgsor had more than one tenant
in a bvildine, on which he was entitled to
orlv a certnin amount of rent. he could go
tn the eomrt tn ascertain how tn apnortion
the rent. Tf the memher for West Perth
wanta the lessor ent ont. let him move an
amend~ent in that direction.

Mr TAVY: The Bill nrrnorts to be fair.
It nretends to give tn hoth parties to the
transantinn enunl richt to go to the court.
T want the Winister ta show what value at.
taches tn the ricrht of the lessor to go to
the conrt. The proviso to Clanse 8 gets forth
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that the iair anuual rent of a building shall
be ¢stimated at a rate not exceeding the
average rate at which rent was payable for
such building dering thé period tor which
it was let.

The Minister for Justice: Could not there
be ar argument as to the rent to be paid?

Me. DAVY: Am I to understand that the
only puint in permitting the lessor to go to
the court is to establish that the lessee’s
statement is wrong? 1f the Minister admits
that the power of the lessor to go to the
court is illusory, I ask him to delote this
provision.

Mr. Marshall: You move it.

Mr, DAVY: No, I shall not, If the Min-
ister wishes to present u strictly honest meas-
ure, he will delete paragraph (a).

Mr. HUGHES: The member for West
Terth does not wove to dclete the para-
graph, and so there is wore pretence or his
part than on ihe Minister's part. The pro-
vizo to Clause 8, together with Clanse 9, ex-
plamns the reuson for the inclusion of the
lessor,

Mr. Davy: Why would the lessor make an
application? He has a lease,

Mr. HUGHES: He may have eeveral ten-
ants and may want to know how fo appor-
tion the rent.

Mr. Davy: The BEill does not provide for
his gein~ tn the court for Airection.

Mr. HT'GHES: Clause ¢ provides that the
court shall detormine the fair rent of the
whole buildinz and determine the proportion
bFetween the lessers. Thus, if a landlord
knows what he is entitled to receive in the
aggregate, he ean go to the court and as-
eertain how the amount is to be apportioned.
T ean seer no ohjection to this paragraph,

Mr. DAVY: There are only two ways in
which a determination for vent ean get
before the conrt.  Either the lersee pgoes
to the eourt and says, **I am paving too
mrch rent, please reduce it,’’ or the lessor
sayg, “‘)My temant iz not paving enough
rent, please raise 3t.'' T mave an amend-
ment—

That in Subclanse 1, sub-parograph (i)
of paragraph (b) be sfruck ont,

This is very vague, and it is not safe to
trust any loral court with the power to say
that it is satisfied that the lessee’s failure
to pav the rent is joatifiable,

Mr. HUGHES: The member for West
Perth argued from a different ansle the
otlier night, but he now savs the lesree must
first pay up and then o to the eorvt for
recovery of the amount. .

Mr. Davy: What world he an adequate
reason whv the lessee did not pay his rent?

Mr. HUOHFS: If the rent charred wore
in exeese nf tha nrovisinms of the Rill

The MINTSTER FOR JUSTICE: If
there ia an argument as to the rent, and the
lessee thinks he ia overcharged. he should
not he expected to pay his rent bhefore he
appeals.
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Mr. DAVY: The decision of the magis.
trate will be on the question as to what rent
shall be paid in future. The paragraph is
umreasenable. The application of the lessee
for a week or two he cannot pay bis rent,
that had accrued before he appealed. It
is altogether too vague. I do not know what
it means,

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Sup-
pose a man makes application to the court
for a reduction in rent, and some unfor-
tunato circumstances overtake him, #o that
for a week or two he cannot pay his rent.
Ts his application not to be heard because
of that?

Hon, Sir James Mitchell: When drafting
the Bill you thought he ought to pay his
rent before going to the court.

Mr. Mann: It is not a Fair Rents Bill,
but a Bill te protect the man who does not
pay his rent at all

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: No,
This is only to protect an applicant who, fer
a week or two, is nnable to pay his rent.
‘Why should not his appliecation be acecepted
by the magistrate when, as a result of un-
fortunate circumstanees, he is owing a eouple
of weeks rent? Booner or later the renf
has to be paid. He has to satisfy the court
that his neglect to pay the rent is excusable.
Tt will give the man opportunity to appeal,
notwithstanding his temporarily unfortun-
ate eireumstances.

Mr. MANN: On the Minister’s explana-
tion, & person may take premises and pay
no rent at all, and when the landlerd comes
along to enforce the payment of rent the
tenant nuts up an appeal under the Fair
Rents Bill that he has been overcharged, and
attempts to adduce evidence to show that
he is justified in refwsing to pay his rent.
That ia what the Minister ia providing for.

The Minister for Justice: Nothing of the
snrt.

Mr. MANN: TUnder this ¢lause whenever
a londlord, bowever justifiably, attempts ro
distrain for rent, the tenant cam appeal to
the eourt.

The Minister for Justice: He must satisfy
the enurt. 1s thnt not sufficient for you?

Mr, MANN: The court will always take
the lenient view in such cases.

The Minister for Tustice: But if he
steadfastly refuses & pay his rent, what
does it matter if his 2nt be reduced?

Mr. MAXN: A person may take premigea
with a fixed determination to pay no rent,
notwithstanding which he is te be entitled
to appeal to the eourt for a reduction of his
rent.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: This
does not prejudice a landlerd’s right to re-
cover his rent, This is not to recover at all
It is only for the determination of the rent.
The provision is neeessary, but it will not
be availed of in many cases. The instance
quoted by the member for Perth has nothing
to do with it.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Mann: It had nat appealed to you
in that light before.

The MINISTER I'OR JUSTICE: It does
not appeal to me at all now.

Mr. MARSHALL: It is somewhat amus-
ing to listen to the extrcme arguments of
the member for Perth.

Mr. Hughes: He is always an extremist.

Mr. MARSHALL: There is no possibility
of taking over a house in Perth unless the
tenant paye a deposit! I have had to pay
well in advance, and the landlord was there
cvery day on the tick to colleet his rent
when it was due.

Mr. Mann: He must have known you.

Mr, MARSHALL: Tt is ridicelous to sug-
gest that any person could take over a house
in Perth before he paid the remt to the
landlord. As to magistrates being lenient,
no one can be more cruel and bitter than
these magistrates when dealing with a case
involving poverty. I eould quote an in-
stance on the Golden Mile that would make
aeven the member for Perth weep. No harm
is likely to arise from the paragraph,

Amendment put, and 2 division taken
with the following result:—

Ayes 13
Noes 19
Majority against 6
AYES.
Mr, Barnard 8ir James Mitchell
Mr, Brown Mr, Notth
Mr. Davy Mr. Sampson
Mr. Denton Mr. J. H Smith
Mr, Grifithe Mr. Teesdale
Mr. E. B. Jobnston Mr. Ricbardron
Mr., Mann {Teller.)
NOES,
Mr. Angwin Mr. McCallum
Mr. Chesson Mr, Milllngton
Mr. Corboy Mr, Munsie
Mr, Cunningham Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Holmab Mr. Troy
Mr, Hughes Mr. A. Wan-brough
Mr. Kenpedy Mr. Willcock
Mr. Lamood Mr. Withers
Mr. Lutey Mr. Wllson
Mr. Marshall {Teller.)
PAIR.
ATYRS. Nors,
Mr. Angealo Mr. Lambert

Amendment thus negatived.
Mr. DAVY: T move an amendment—

That a new sub-paragraph be addrd as
follows: ‘‘and ({it) has not commitied
any breach of the terms, conditions, and
covenants of his lease.’’

The paoyment of rent is only one portion
of the lease, and T propose that the indi-
vidual will have to comnly with all the
terms, conditinna, and covenants of his lease.
I ask the Minister to accept the addition.
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Without this provision it will be an invi-
tation to g man in default of rent or breach
of lease to go to court in order to defeat
the proper desire of the landlord te regain
pos~ession. It is frequently provided in a
leage that the lessee shall mot c¢arry on a
certain trade. That might be for the con-
venience of the neighbours, to prevent com-
petition with the landlord, or for other pro-
per reason. If the tenant has committed a
breach of the lease and the lessor has pro-
ceeded to enforce his rights—and under the
Landlord and Tenant Ac¢t he cannot exer-
cise his rights arbitrarily, but must give
notice of the breach and wait a reasonable
time for it to be reetificd—

My, Hughes: Has not he his ordinary
remedy ¥

Mr. DAVY: He has not.

Mr. Hughes: If any covenant vital to the
lease was broken, he would have the right
of re-entry.

Mr. DAVY: Ne, he would not.
forbids him.

Mr, Hughes: Only in certain cases.

Mr. DAVY: In all cases. As the Bill
stands, the moment an application is put
in, any proceedings for ejectment or recov-
ery of possession are stopped during the
pendency of the application.

The Minister for Justice: Will the court
determine thist

Mr, DAVY: Yes. The point of objec-
tion would lave to be decided by the court.
If we provide that a man must have paid
hizs rent, then we must provide that the
applicant must not have committed any
breach which wounld entitle the lessor to for-
feiture. The lessee must go to the court
with clean hands, and must give a fair
deal before he can ask for a fair rent.

The Act

[Mr. Lutey took the Chair.]

Mr. HUGHES: TUntil the application is
made, the landlord has all his unsual rights.
If the application is lodged and the tenant
is then guilty of a breach of any covenant,
he cannot claim the protection of the court.
Clanse 12 gives the tenant protection only
where he performs the conditions of his
lease. T do not know what more protection
eould he given to the Inndlord. There ig no
necessity for the new sub-paragraph.

£ o’clock a.m.

Mr. DAVY: Clause 12, which refers to
the time after the applieation is made, has
nothing to do with the amendment. We are
discussing what shall be the conditions pre-
cedent to the tenant going to the court, and
payment of the reot iz one of those condi-
tions. T now ask that the tenaunt shall fulfil
the other covenants of the lease.

Mr. MANN: T gupport the view ex-
pressed by the member for West Perth. Tf
a landlord wishes to remove an undesirable
tenant, the latter may apply to have his
rent reduced, and bhe remains in teraney
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until the cage is heard. All he has to prove
ie that he has paid his rent.

Amendment put and passed.

Mr, SLEEMAN: How will the eourt de-
termine what is a fair rent? I do not zee
why a man should be put to the trouble of
going to the court and not be able to re-
cover anything. 1f the landlord charpes
more than a fair vent, the lessce should be
ahle to recover the costs of the application,
T move an amendment—

That in Suboluuse 4 the following words
be added, ‘*And showld the court decids
that the fair rent has been cxceeded, the
court shall award the lessee an amount
equal ta the sum in execss of the deter-
mined fair rent that has been paid by the
lessee since the passing of this Aet."’

Mr. DAVY: T hope the Minister will not

aceept this amendment. The propesition an-
nounces something far in excess of retro-
spective legistation, What A has properly
and iegally, and by ageement, paid to B,
sball be paid back by B to A at some sub-
sequent date,

Mr. Sleeman: That will only operate
after the measure has been passed.

Mr. DAVY: The proposition is to give
the eourt power to make retrospective de-
cisions. Many owners of property are net
bloated eapitalists, as members opposite
wouid have va believe; many of them are
widowed ladies who draw their incomes
from small capital invested in this way.

Mr. Hughes: Ob, don’t give us the
widows!
Mr. DAVY: The difference in rentals

may be dependent purely on valuations, It
fa impossible to determine absolutely what
the fair rent should be. Moreover, this
Bill does not say that it is illepal to charge
more than 8 per cent. for a particular build-
ing. The amendment goes even beyond the
wildest dreams of Queensland; no one ever
thourht of such a thing before.

Mr. AUGHES: Ag the Leader of the
Onposition poiuted out, the Bill is not of
mueh use to the workers, The member for
Fremantle is endeavouring to make it of
more scrvice to the workers, The last Fair
Rents BRill iniroduced here provided that if
a tenant had been overcharved, he ¢ould go
to the eourt and recover what he had paid
over and above a fair rent. A working man
who was being exploited would be diffident
about going to the court to get a deter-
mination. But if he had been exploited
and eovld recover the exeexs from the court,
he would be more inelined to go to the court.
Tt is orly right that sueh a man should be
able to recover. TFurther, there might be a
thousand applications to the court, and the
man who had te wait until the end of the
list wos reached in order te get at his de-
termination wovld be placed at a consider-
able disadvantace. Clause 8, Subelause 5,
provides as follows: —

The fair annual rent of the building
shall be deemed to be not more than the
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total of the following items:—(a) a per-
centaga on the capital value equal to 8
per centum thereof; (b) the amount of the
annual rates and taxes; (¢) the amount
egtimated to be required amnunally for re-
pairs (including painting), maintenance
and remewal (mot exceeding the average
annual amount expended for repairs dur-
ing the last preceding five years); (d) the
annual cost of insurance.
The ecapital value is definitely speecified
there. Yet the member for Weat Perth asks
the Committee to believe that the rent is not
prescribed.
Mr. Davy: Yoeun will have every tenant
having a smack at his landlord on spee, in
the hope of getting the difference back.

Mr. HUGHES: 1If the rental charged by
the landlord is not over and above what
this measure prescribes, he will have nothing
to fear. If the landlord has charged an ex-
cessive rent, the tenant should have the
right to recover the excess. No money can
be recovered that has been overcharged be-
fore the passing of the measure; so it can-
not be regarded as retrospective legislation.

Mr. DAVY: There are many bad clauses
in the Bill, but nothing approaching the
wickedness of this proposed new provision,
Tt iz monstrous that a person should be able
to go to the eourt and say the rent he has
been paying for the past year, under a
lease of perhaps 15 years, was wrong; and
that the court should release him,

Amendment put, an? a division taken with
the following result:—

Ayes .. . .. 18
Noes .. .. .. 13
Majority for .. &
AYRS,
Mr. Aungwin Mr. Millington
Mr. Chesson Mr. Munsale
Mr. Corboy Mr. Panton
Mr. Cunningham Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Holman Mr. Troy
Mr. Hughes Mr. A, Wan brough
Mr., Kennedy Mr. Willcock
Mr. Lamood Mr. Withers
Mr. Marshall Mr, Wil=on
. {Teller.)
Nowus,
Mr. Barnard 81ir James Mitchell
Mr. Brown Mr. North
Mr. Davy Mr. Sampsaon
Mr. Denton Mr. J. H. Emith
Mr. Griffitha Mr. Teesdalas
Mr. E. B. Johnston Mr, Richardson
Mr. Mann (Teller.)y
PATR.
AVES, NoEes.
Mr. l.ambert Mr. Angelo

Amendment thus passed.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. DAVY: I move an amendment—

That after *“cour:’’ in line 3 of Sub-
clause 5 the words ‘“may, if it thinks
fit’’ be slruck out and "‘shall on the ap-
plication of either parly’’ be inserted in
lien.

The subelause provides that, in respeet of a
statutory declaration, the court may require
the attendance of any declarant for the
purpose of cross-examining him on the eon-
tents of his declaration. If either party ob-
jeets to the statutory declaration, the court
ought to order the attendance of such wit-
nesses; it should not be left to the discretion
of the eourt.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: It ia
for the court to say whether witnesses shall
be called and be cross-examined upon a
statutory declaration. The amendment is
not neeegsary.

Mr. Davey: RBut where is the harmt All
the witnesses will be in town. This applies
only to the metropolitan area.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: There
is full provision for serving the ends of jus-
tice, which is all that is required. If either
party should apply to have witnesseg called
they will be called. On the other hand, if 1v
is just a statutory declaration that does not
require cross-examimation or corrcboration,
it will not be necessary to call witnesses.
The provision in the Bill is fair and reason-
able and I cannot aceept the amendment.

Amendment put and negatived.
Mr, DAVY: I move an amendment—
That Subclause 8 be siruck out.

The subclause provides that it shall be no
objection to an application by a lessee that
he has received from the lessor notice to ter-
minate the tenaney, or that proceedings to
eject him have been commenced, but where
a building hags been vacated by the appli-
cant lessce hefore the date fixed for the
hearing of the application, the court shall
not proceed with the hearing of the appli-
eation. Tf ever an invitation were held ont
in a meagure for the misuse of its provisions
it is contained in this subclause.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The landlord
is not intended to have any rights!

Mr. DAVY: Evidently that is so. If this
subelanse be allowed to stand, no man will
ever be able to secure the ejectment of a
tenant,

Hon. Bir James Mitchell: Why should
you have any right to get possession of your
own houset

Mr. DAVY: Of course not! This clause
will mean that owners of property will have
no rights, The clause aska for abuses of the
remedy proposed.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: 1
do not think the member for West Perth cor-
rectly interprets the meaning of the sub-
¢lause. It means that there shall be no ob-
jeetion to an application for the determin-
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ation of rent in the circumastances set out,
and has no reference to ejeetment.

Mr, Davy: Read this subelause in con-
junction with Clause 12, which says that
once ap application is made you cannot con-
tinue or start any proceedings.

Mr. Mann: Report progress and think
over it!l

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: T went
jnto this maiter and received advice from
the Crown Law authorities. I am informed
that Clavse 12 has nothing whatever to do
with it,

Mr. DAVY: Yes, it has. Just read it and
see for yourself.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: A ten-
ant may make an applieation for the de-
termination by the court of what should be
a fair rent for the premises occupied by him,
and the landlord may object and try to put
the tenant out of the house. The subelause
is to mafeguard against the position. The
Partiamentary Draftsman received instrue-
tions about this matter, and the subclause is
the result of his work, which was to over:
eome the &iffieulty. ANl that the eclavse
means is that there shall be no objection to
an application arising from the fact that
the lessor has given the tenant notice to
terminate the tenaney.

Mr. HUGHES: I am inelined to agree
with the member for West Perth. Clearly,
there has been some mistake in the draft-
ing. TIf the landlord took proceedings for
distraint for rent, or commenced ejectment
proceedings this would mean, taken in comn-
junetion with Clanse 12, that an appliea-
tion for determination of rent would stop
procecdings for at least six montha. Tt
would be an intolerable position. The sub-
clanse is unnecessarv, and T feel certain it
has not been Arafted in aceordance with the
Minister's wishes.

The MINTSTER FOR JUSTICE: I am
prettr clear on the paint.
shead with the application for the determin-
with the rest of the Bill. Whv not keep it?

The MINISTER FOR JUSTTCF: You are
not particularly pleased with the Bill,

Hon. Sir James Mitehell: T am not.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: The
subelavse merely permits the conrt fo go
ahead with the applieation for the determin-
ation of a tenant’s rent. irrezpertive of
whether he has received notice of ejectment
or not.

Myr. Mann: That was your intention, but
it is not the Bil.

The MINTSTER FOR JUSTICE: T can-
not read antthing different into it.

Mr. DAVY: Tf a map wishes to rvesist
ejectment, all he has to do is to lodee an
apnlieation to bave his rent fixed, This is
a epecinl invitation to anyone, against whom
proceedings for reeaverv are taken, to go to
the eonrt merely tn Aefeat the reeoverv of
posgession.  Assnming there be sneh a thing
as a Fair Rents Bil), no one would suggest
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that the landlord should be able to stop the
tenant’s application by serving notice after
the application had been lodged.

Amendment put and & division taken with
the following resualt:—

Ayes 14
Noes 17
Majority againat .. 3
AYESQ.
Mr, Barnard Mr, Mano
Mr, Brown Qir James Mitchell
Mr. Dasy Mr. North
Mr. Denton Mr. Sampsen
Mr. Griffitha Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Hughes Mr. Teesdale
Mr. E. B. Johnston Mr. Richardson
. . (Tealler.)
Nors,
Me. Angwin Mr. Munsie
Mr. Chesson Mr, Panton
Mre. Corboy " Mr. Sleeman
Mpr. Cunningham i Mrv. Troy
Mr. Holman i Mr. A, Wansbrough
Mr. Kenpedy , Mr. Willeock
Mr. Lamond | Mr. Withers
Mr. Marshall ! Mr. Wilson
Mr. Millington (Teller
Pair,
AYES, Noks.
Mr. Angelo Mr. Lawmbert

Amendment thus negatived.

Clause, as previously amended, agreed to.
Clauge 6—agreed to.

Clanse 7—No costs:

Mr. DAVY': There is no good reason why
the successful party should be deprived of
costs. In most cases the lessee will be the
attacker and if he succeeds, there is no rea-
gon why his costs should not be borne by
the other party.

The Minister for Justice: Whai will his
costs bel

Mr. DAVY: In the local ecourt they are
on a moderate scale. The leszee may have
to emplov a skilled person to conduct his
case, and he may discover that zome of the
froits of his vietory have to be expended
in the payment of legitimate expenses. Why
should the ordinary practice be departed
from? It may be a matter of £10, £15, or
£20. T krow of no way in which people can
be kept from bringing other than bonra fide
claimg excent by muleting the loser in costa.

The Minigter for Justice: He will have
his own costs to pay.

Mr. DAVY: Bot they may he trifling.
The winner should have his costs paid by
the loser.

Clause put and passed.
Clause 8—Determination of fair rents:
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Mr. DAVY: | move an amendment—

That in Subclause 1 all the words after
‘*where’” be struck out, and the following
ingerted in liou:—** The probab's and rea-
sonalle price at which such land and
butldings might be cxpeeted fo scll at the
time of the dctermination.”’

This will prevent many anomalies. 1f the
Minister wishes the Bill to be regarded seri-
onsly by the ecommunity he will accept the
amendment,

Amendment put and a division takea, with
the following result:—

Ayes 11
Noes 18
Majority against .. 7
AYES.
Mr. Barnard Mr, North
Mtr. Davy Mr. S8ampson
Mr Denton Mr. J. H. Smith
Mr. Grifiths Mr. Teesdals
Mr, Mann Mr, Richardson
Sir James Mitchell (Peller)
NoRa.
Mr. Angwin Mr. Munste
Mr. Chesson Mr. Panton
Mr. Corboy . Mr. Sleeman
Mr. Cunningham i Mr. Troy
Mr. Holmsn i Mr. A, Wan:brough
Mr. Hughes | Mr. Willeock
Mr. Kennedy } Mr, Withera
Mr. Lamond | Mr. Wilson
Mr. Marshall 1 {Teilary
Mr. Milllngton {
Pair.
ATES. Noes.
Mr, Angelo Mr. Lambert

Amendment thus negatived.

& o’clock, a.m.

Mr. SAMPSON: In Subclause 4 I fail to
appreciate the method by which the conclusion
ia arrived at. Why should 20 per cent. be
added to the cost of the huilding? That is
falincions. The only true value is the market
value of the property. I am of course aware
that in 1915 building costs were much lower
than they are now. However, the only true
criterion of the valve of a building is its value
to-day, and not what one has paid for it. The
subclavse will bring about a position incon-
gistent with reason.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE : The basis
of the determination of capital value is the
actual cost of the property to the owner. The
English Act recopnises that the cepital value
may be greater than the actual cost to the
owner. The measure gives the owner some
of the additional capital value that has acerned
gince 1915.

Hon. Bir JAMES MITCHELL: If the
Minister wants to be fair, why does he not

[ASSEMBLY .

accept the amendment of the member for
West Pertht? Many people who built honses
years ago cannot state the cost of the premisea
now. The next clause says that deprecistion
may be taken off,

The Minister for Justice: In so far as it
depreciastes the letting value.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL : The Minister
says “* We will give the owner of the property
something.”

Mr. Davy: Why should the owner get the
benefit of somet hing he did not. create ?

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL : Under the
Bill the man who has paid for his land and held
it for years will not benefit at all, but the tenant
will benefit at the owner's expense. Is that
fair ?

The Minister for Justice: We rectify that
by allowing him 20 per cent.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: No, that
is on the cost of the buildings. The clause is
in keeping with the rest of this precious Bill,
Under the Bill the same rent will be paid for
& house in North Perth as is paid for a similar
house in West Perth.

The Minister for Justice: The rent will be
based on the values.

[Mr. Panton look the Chair.]

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: Yes, the
locality is to have nothing to do with the rent.
Moreover, if one has not carried out any repairs
for five years, he will never get any further
allowance for repairs. It would be interesting
to know how all these provisions were arrived
at. The Bill will not in the least degree assish
the working man occupying e cottage.

Mr. SAMPSON: I fully sympathise with
the Minister who hes to father a tom-fool
measure like this. It will not give eatisfaction
end will have an effect opposite to that desired
by the Government.

The Minister for Justice : We will take that

risk.

Mr. SAMPSON: That will not be of ad-
vantage to anyone. It has been said that
fools build houses and wise men live in them.

Mr. Hughes : That ie not the position to-day
when thinge are not normal.

Mr. SAMPSON : Reference has been made
to depreciation to be allowed at ihe rate of two
per cent. per annum. What is that based on,
the full capital cost or on the deereased balance
as the two per cent. is teken off the capital
cost in each pucceeding year t

Mr. Dovy: The AM.P. buildings 50 years
bence will not return any rent.

The Minister for Justice : The clause merely
says that depreciation shall not exceed two -
per cent.

Mr. SAMPSON: I sympeathise with the
Minister who haa to support such a concoction
88 this measure.

Mr. DAVY: On the Notice Paper I have
smendments to delete Subclauses 2, 3, and 4.
They really followed on my proposal to delete
Subclause 1. As that was not agreed to,
however, it is useless proceeding with the
amendmentsn to delete the subsequent sub-
clauses  As it is, Subclanse 1 will be absolutely
unworkable. The results of that aumbelsuse
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will be so amazing that they will stagger the
imagination. 1 have already drawn atbention
to the position of two houses built on adjoining
bincka and to all intents and purposes ideutically
the same, but under this Bill the rent of one
will be £240 a year, while for the other one only
£06 a year will be sllowed, Subolauvse 5 deals
with the next aspect, After ascertaining what
is the capital value, the subclause sets out
how the rent shall be assessed. I we are
to have a Fair Rents Bill, then a return of
eight per cent. is absurd. The Minister has
soveral times stated that freehold property is
a first-class security. So it is up to 60 per
cent. of its value, but no one in his senses,
seeing that he can get 7} per cent. on o first
mortgage on property against which ke has
advanced money up to only 80 per cent. of its
value, would purchase a property giving the
full 100 per cent. of its value, when & return
of only eight per cent. can be obtained. I
move an emendment—

That in line 1 of piragraph (a) the word
“eight '’ be struck oul with a view lo inserting
" kn)'

I am not wedded to a return of 10 per cent.

Mr. NORTH: A return of 10 par cent. i3
about right on the basis of the market rates
to-day, but is inflexible. If the Minister will
not accept the amendment proposed by the
member for West Perrh, I wonld suggeat that
he should acocept an amendment to provide
for a sliding rate based on the banking or
mortgage tates in respect of real property. If
some such provision were agreed to, it would be
easy to ascertain what was the rate for the
time being and then something in addition
for depreciation and so on, could be allowed.
Ouce we fix an arbitracy rate, we will check
investments and building operations. I sup-
port the amondment to make the rate 10 per
cent., bat thore is just as much weakne in the
amendment ag there is in the paragraph that
fixea eight per ceat., because the amendment
will be arbitrary and will have a tendenoy
to drive builders and investors out of the
Btate.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE : Irscognise
there is something in the argument regarding
the percentage. uring the past week or two
the Commonwealth Bank rate has fluctuated
and possibly it would be fairer il we adopted
a percontage based on the actual bank rate
for the time being. In the ciroumstanges
I shall agree to fixing the rate at 2 per cent.
above the overdraft rate.

Mr. DAVY: I ask leave to withdraw my
amendment.
Amendment by leave withdrawn,

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE:
an amendment—

That the words “ eighl per centum thereof™
be struck out and the words “ grenter by two
than the ruling overdrafi rate of the Common-
wealth Bank™ be inserted in hieu.

It the overdraft rate went up to 8 per cent.,
that would allow 10 per ¢ens. under this measure.
If it dropped to © per cent., the rate under this
measure would be 8 per cent.

I move
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Amendment put and passed.
Mr. DAVY : I move an amendment—

That in paragraph (¢) of Subclause 5 the
Jollowing words be struck out, * not exceeding
the average annual amouni ezpended for
repaire during the last preseding five years.”

Wa are asking the cowrt to fix the fair reat
and are allowing certain deductions, but this
paragraph sets forth that if in five years the
owner has not spent as much ss he shounid
have done on repairs, the estimated amount
to be allowed as & deduction in future is not
to exceed that sum,

The Minister for Justice: As soon as he
apends the money he will make an application
to have the rent varied.

Mr. DAVY : The only application he could
make would be on the soore of substantial
alterations or additions. The landlord may
have heen hard up and unable to spend any-
thing in the preceding five years. That should
not influence the fair rent he is to receive.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE : We allow
& fair annual return on the capital expended,
and we allow certain deductions. If a land-
lord does a fair thing by the tenant and keeps
the premises in reasonable repair, he will
receive a certain return on his capital. The
bad landlord chould not be allowed to receive
the same rate as the good landlord. A man
who genuinely does repaits should receive
oonsideration, and if repairs are not effected,
the landlord ahould not be able to get a dedue-
tion.

Mr. Davy: Subelanse 3 of Clause 11 covers
that.

Mr. HUGHES : The membar for Weat Perth
oontends that the tenant should pay for re.
pairs that have not been effected. The Op-
position have been conceded a great deal, but
they are insatiable. They are now going to
extremes,

Mr. DAVY : I do not want a tenant to pay
for ropairs that have not been effectod. The
estimate that is to be taken into account in
arriving at the fair rent will not be based on
what has happened in the past but upon what
is likely to happen in the future,

Tha Minister for Justiee : It is the only way
by which the landlord can be judaed.

Mr. DAVY: It i&¢ & most unfair basis to
work on. The tenant should pay for repairs
that are going to be made, and if they are not
made the court can review the rent.

Mr. HUGHES: If the landlord will not
carry out necessary repairs he should net try
to recover from the tenant the estimated oos
of such repairs.

Amendment put and negatived.

Mr. DAVY: I move an amendment—

That in Subclouse 5 o paragraph (e} be
added as follows :—* The reasonable cost
of collecting renis and supervision.”

In many cases people who have money invested
in this kind of property are nat able to collect
their own rents or supervise the repairs. This
is a legitimate cost, and should be allowed.

Mr. SLEEMAN: It is not reasonsble to
put this cost on the tonant. What would the
bon, member suggest as a rezsonable charge t
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Mr, Davy: Five per cent. is the charge
usually made by land agents.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I hope the smendment
will not be carried.

The MINISTLR FOR JUSTICE: H a man
owns a house and collects the rent himself, and
enother man owning a house gets an agent to
do the collecting for 5 per cent., is the former
owner to be allowed to charge only 30s. for
& house while the latter may charge 31e. 6d. for
& similar house ? There are numerous land-
Jords who extract absolutely the last penny
they can squeeze out of tenants.

Amendment put and negatived.

Mr, DAVY : I move an amendment :—

That the following be odded to Subclause
&: “(f) 4 reavonable allowance for losa due
to the premises besng vacant)’

The Minister for Justice : Do you think that
would amount to more than Lalf & week & yea: ¥

Mr. DAVY : It is a matter that may be
very eerious. Even with the best of agents
one may have a house standing vacant. The
people who have introduced the Bill probably
do not want landlords to receive any rent at
all. The Minister's idea is to let the landlord
receive just enough to make the business
attractive to him. The only reason why any
rent at &ll is ellowed under the Bill is that
investors may not be entirely driven from
this form of investment.

4 o'clock a.m.

Mr. HUGHES : It is very difficult to secure
& vacant house in Perth.

Mr. Davy : I had one vacant for four monthe.

Mr. HUGHES: The rent must have been
beyond the capacity of the great bulk of the
people to pay. Alternatively, the houce couid
not have been very babitable. Qutgoing
tenants often sell the key to prospective tenants.

Mr. North ; It shows there must be a houss
shortage.

Mr. HCGHES : Of course there is.

Mg, North : Then why such a Bill as this ?

Mr Richardron drew attention to the state
of the Committee.

Quorum formed.
[Mr. Luley resumed the Chair.]

Mr. HUGHES: The average number of
days in a year Lbat each houvse in Perth is
vacent would not exceed three. 1 hope this
absurd amendment will not be agreed to.

Mr. NORTH: If the contention that all
honzes in Perth are occupied be correct, there
should be no objection to the amendment. The
sole eficot of the Bill will be to raise rents,
for everybody will be selling property, and so
if it be desired to raise rents it will be only
necessary to arrange for a transfer at an en.
hanced price. I will support the amend-
ment.

Amendment put and negetived.
Mr. DAVY : I move an amendment—

That the following provision be added :—
“{g) A reasonnble allowance for depreciation
of buildings.

[ASSEMBLY.)

This point was raised during the second reading
debate, and the Minister suggested that where
allowance was made for repairs, there would
be no necessity for provision regarding de-
preciation.

Mr. Marshall: What sbout repairing to our
homes ?

Mr. DAVY : I cannot see why depreciation
should not also be allowed.

Mr. HUGHES: Last year when a Fair
Rents Bill was introduced, provition was made
for an allowance of 2 per cent. {or depreciation.
The present Leader of the Opposition opposed
that provision,

Mr. North drew attention to the state of
the Committee.

The CHAIRMAN: A quarter of an hoar
has not elapsed since attention was last drawn
to the atate of the Committee. I cannot take
eny notice of the hon. member's eall,

Mr. HUGHES : I should be pleased to ees
a provision inserted in the Bill permitting
2 per cent. depreciation te be charged. 1t
would be of assistance to the tenants because
on premises that were, say, 30 years old, there
would be depreciation to the extent of 60 per
cent. The question has heen raised regarding
the depreciation on brick buildings. Many
of those buildings are 80 or 70 years old, and
ondoubtedly 2 per cent. depreciation would
be too much to allow on such buildings.

Mr. Teesdale: They built bricks in those
days ; what they build now washes away.

Mr. HUGHES : The Bank of England can
be cited as & notable instance. Depreciation
was allowed on their premises annually, with
the result that the last balance shect I saw
diaclosed that the whole of the bank’s buildings
stood in their books at & valuation of £1.

Amendment put and negatived,
Mr, DAVY: I move an amendment—
That the provise lo Subclavse 1 be struck oul.

It is an innocent looking proviso, but it is
important in its eflect in relation to other
portions of the Bill. 1f agreed to it will mean
that there may be no increase in rents of land
or buildings. No matter how the properties
may have increased in value the rents derived
from the properties will never be increased.
That is & raust extrcurdinary position.

The Minister tor Justice: I will agree to the
amendment.

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
ag smended, agreed to.

Clauses 9 to 11—agreed to.
Clause 12-——Pendency of application :

Mr. DAVY: I move an amendment—

That in line 5 the words ‘' or conlinue ® be
struck out.

I have already drawn attention to the effect
of Clause 12 I will mean that if a tenant
makes application to the court to have his
rent reviewed the lessor will not be in a position
to take any action to terminate the tendancy
during the pendency of the application, nor
yet for six months thereafter.
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Amendment put and passed; the clause
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 13 to 15—agreed to.
Clause 16—Threats against lesses :

Mr. DAVY: Subclause 2 deals with the
boycott of lessees who bave made application
under the measure, 1 always understuod it
was & principle of Biitish justice that a man
was conzidered innccent until he was proved
guilty. The Government are asking us to
reverse the principle and say the lessor should
be deemed guilty until the contrary is proved.
We have heard that the landlord e a fearful
creature, but why deprive bim of the ordinmy
righta of British justice t Frequently & man
may decline to accept a certain tenant for a
very good reason but he would not be desivous
of steting his reason in & public place. 1 move
an amendment—

That the words “ and on the hearing of
any comploint under this provision upon
proof of such vefusal it shall lie ugpon the
defindant to show that the reason for such
refusal was other than the making or frosccu-
tion of such application™ be struck out.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Fx-
perience in other places has ehown that indi-
viduels who have made application for fair
rents have been unable to get a house, Tihcy
have been absolutely boycotted, and it has
been found necessary to ineeirt a provirion of
this kind.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: The marginal
note to the claure does not show tlat it hLus
been taken fiom any other Act.

The MINISTER YOR JUSTICE: That is
80. Any reasonable excuse would ke accepted
by the court, but if the real reason were hoy-
cott—

Mr. Davy: But the man alarts off with tle
charge proved against bim, and he has (o
disprove it.

The Minister for Lands: There are mar~
laws like that,

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Such a
provigion would be interpreted in a reasonnble
way.

Hon. Bir James Mitchell: The messure as
woided has to be interpreted,

Mr. Davy: There is an absclute directicn
that the men is guilty unlees he disproves
it.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: If & man lad
once made an application, he could get any
houee he wanted afterwards.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: No, he
could pot.

Hon. €ir James Mitchell: A landlord weuld
be pretty bad if he was as bad as the Bill.

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE : This pro-
vigion has been found necessary elsewhere.

Mr. Davy : Was it put in to meet a situation
that had arizen t

The MINISTER FOR JUSTICE: Yes.

The Minister for Lands: It is merely a pre-
ventive.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: If a man
once makes application, he for ever afterwards
will be able to get any house he applies for,
no matter how undesirable he may be. Idonot
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think any landford would refuse to lease his
premises. He would be only too glad to do
80 if they were vacant. The landlord may
have a good idea that he has an uwndeasirable
tenant but may not be able to prove it. This
legislation is based on the assomption that
lendlords are themselves undesirable. Most
cottages are owned by permons who have so
little money that they have to live on the
rentals they receive from these cottages,
Apparently it is not the object of the Bill to
protect any landlord against & bad tenant.

Amepdment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.

Clauses 17 to 21—agreed to.
Schedule, Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments and the re-
port edopted.

BIL1—RACING RESTRICTION ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reeding.
Debate resumed from 4th December,

Mr. BUGHES (Eest Perth) {4-35 a.m.]: 1
am opposed to the Bill on the ground thet there
is enough trotting already in Western Aus-
tralia.

M. Marshali: This is the parting of the
ways between us.

Mr. HUGHES : In 1916 it became necessary
to restrict racing. - Parliament allocated to
the racing clubs 76 dates and five exira for
charity meetings. There wns allocated to the
trotting essociation 35 recing dates, and five
additional ones if the proceeds were devoted
to charitice. The racing cluka have found that
the State will not stand more racing. On that
account the W.A. Turf Club have not allocated
all their dates, and I believe they bave 22
dates left over from Jast year. They realise
that there is as much racing going on as the
people can support. The trotting association
have 40 night trotting meetings in the year.
Before the last elections, men interested in
trotting asked me if I was in favour of granting
the association further dates. I replied in the
pegative, and suggeeted that they should keep
their mouths shut on the subject as the State
already had as much trotting as it could stand.
The aseociation cannot hold e trotting meeting
every Saturday night, for there are eight or
nine occacions when, owing to the weather,
they do not arrange for meetings. It is bad
encugh to go to the trots and, after loring one’s
money, walk home on & decent night; but
it is dreadful to bave to walk home in rain and
storm after losing one’s money. The Trotting
Association have all the nights on which they
can trot, with the exception of a possible two
or three nights. If Fremantle wants trotting
and the Trotting Association want to esteblish
the sport there, why not take four or five
nights out; of Lthe Pertb allotment and give those
nights as a trial to Fremantle, instead of loading
the State up with another 12 nighta of trotting ?
If there is trotting at Fremantle, Perth people
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will go down to it. Another 12 nights of
trotting will mean a total of 52 nights of trotting
per aunum. Then, in order that the 52 meetings
may be got in during the year, there will be
trotting in Perth on Wednesday night and
trotting in Fremantle on Saturday night.

Mr. Teesdale drew attention to the state of
the House,

Bells rung and & quorum formed.

Mr. HUGHES: There are in this State
about 500 racehorsea and abous 500 or 600
peopls engaged in the occupations of owner,
trainer, and jockey. Their upkeep has to
come out of the workers. It is the mug punter
that keeps the game going. By increasing
the number of race meetings we shall increase
the number of npon-producers in the com-
munity. [T myself am fond of racing and
trotting. If I could afford it, I would go to
the trots every Saturday night. I have spoken
to bookmsakers regarding this matter and
they bave said to me, **There is as much
racing as the State can stand.” Undoubtedly
Perth trotters will go to Fremantle.

Mr. Mann: Don’t forget that some of the
dates are for charitable purposes.

Mr. HUGHES : T will deal with that aspect
later. In order to get in the additional dates,
thero will have to be trotting on week nights
and probably on holidays. Why cannot 30
trotting meetings be held in Perth and five at
Fremantle, instead of 35 in Perth ¥ I suppose
I koow as much about racing as the average
mug knows, and I am convinced that wae shall
not benefit the State by increasing the number
of racing dates. The Western Australian Turf
Cluh, of their own volition, withhold 22 dates
during the year, simply because the State
cannot stand them, That is sufficient reason
for us to pause before saddling the people
with another trotting venture. The proceeds
of two of the twelve meetings proposed for
Fremantle shall, we are told, be devoted to
charity. If Parliament increases the number
of trotting roeetings annually from 40 to 52,
it will be only natural to expect the racing
clubs to use the full number of their dates. If
one could total up what it costa to keep the
owners and trainers and jockeys and book-
makers and peneral hangers-on of racing, one
would find that it was a heavy burden on the
community. With 40 nights trotting and 81
daya of galloping this community has all the
racing it can stand. I am sorry this Bill has
come forward at such a late hour, because I
have not with me certain notes from which
I could inform the House as to the coat of
keeping all those race meetings going in Western
Australia. In the nltimate analysis it is the
working man who keeps the racing game going.

Mr. Teesdale: He seems very contented
under the burden, so it is no use growling.

Mr. HUGHES : If a plebiscite of the éxmple
were taken I doubt whether there woul
majority for increaging the number of trotting
meetings from 40 to 52. Perhaps the hoa.
fnember has not experienced the gambling
ure.

Mr. Panton :

They have trotting goats at
White City.

[COUNCIL.]

Mr. HUGHES : Unfortunately not at our
carnival. I hope the House will not agree
to the second reading.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Commitiee, etc,

Bill passed through Committee without
debate ; reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

Third Reading.

Read a third time and transmitted to the

Council

House adjourned at 4-55 a.m. (Thursday).
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The PRESIDENT teok the Chair at 3.0
p.m., and read prayers,

QUESTION—YFEDERAL ROADS GRANT,

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY asked the Colonial
Secretary: 1, Were the instructions, issued
by the Minister for Works to the road beards
of the State respecting the expenditure un-
der the Yederal roads grant, wherein it is
stipulated that landholders shall not be em-
ployed, approved by the Federal Govern-
ment? 2, Harve similar instructions and re-
servatmns been made by any Government ef
any other State of the Commonwealth? 3,
Do the Government consider these instruc-
tions are conducive to the economical con-
struetion of reads in the outback centres
and fair to landholders.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied:
1, No. This was not considered necessary,
the practice being that if men who depend
upon thiz class of work for a living are
available, they must be emploved. If not



